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BE expert means to do the work in hand in 
: the very best way thatit can be done. -Part of 
your training. as an expert church -and. Sunday- . 
_ School worker is the finding of the: best equipment 
-and accessories for the most efficient work and sav- 
ing of time. The advertising columns-of -The Sunday 
School. Times bring. you each week: just such valu- 
'... able:intormation. 


How Do I Know? 
By Thomas Oo. Blair 


OW DO I know. God could divide the sea, 
And lead his people through to safety’s shore? 
- Far greater miracie- he wrought forme,” 
My sins for me on Calvary’s cross he bote, © 
- Tovcleave the’sea* °° 
*Fwixt God and me, 


How do I knew the lions spared 
A daring Daniel, cast.to them for prey? 
When Ihave dared’for God, my God has cared, 
And set:his camps to guard me all the way. 
All this and more, : 
He goes before. * 


How do I know the fiery furnace held 
Cool fragrances for three who stood alone ? 
But, no! A Fourth stood with them and dispelled 
The sevenfold heat prepared to slay His own. 
Not just those three, 
He stands with me. 


How do I know God still is kind and strong 
As when in love He wrought in days gone by? 
He keeps me in His love the whole day long, 
Though chief of sinners, but for-Him, am I. 
He holds me fast 
In arms that last. 








A Bad Human Habit 


Bad habits never kept any man from being saved. 
But there is a bad habit of dealing with these “bad 
habits” which Satan effectively uses to blind men to 
God’s way of salvation. One of the pastors speaking 
at America’s Keswick in a recent conference told of 
an anxious wife who came to him and said, “My 
husband will never be a Christian until he gives up 
his bad habits.” Her pastor answered, “He will 
never be a Christian so long as he has that attitude.” 
That is, he would never give up his bad habits until 
he became a Christian. This wife’s prayers were 
answered, and her husband came first to the pastor, 
then to his Saviour, and accepted Christ, before he 
had any. evidence that there was new power to con- 
quer the old habits. Joyful amazement .-was’ his at 
the transformation revealed ‘at he’ first’: sévere: test 


j= 


' not accepting that Saviour. 


- times: 


that.came. In the face of a grave business injustice, 
instead of the old ungovernable temper flying into a 
rage and tearing things to pieces, this new creature 
in Christ found his heart going out in pity and prayer 
for the man who had done the injury. The one bad 
habit this man did give up was the human habit of 
not believing in: the Saviour,—the one sin that will 
block. the way to. God’s. deliverance from: all other 
sins:.. We need~-a Saviour »just because we-have a 
sinful heart that cannot give up its bad habits. Let 
us warn men against Satan’s advice that they make 
the.only reason they need“a Saviour their excuse for 
May we let Him come 
in, who only can handle the problem of bad habits. 


Who Can Be Saved? | 

~* Only’ sinfiers’ can be ‘saved - There is no Gospel 
for the righteous.” “TI. not come to call the right- 
eous,” said the Lord Jesus, “but ‘sintiers- to repent- 
ance.” There is hope, therefore, for anyone who is 
sure he is a sinner. Canon F. E. Howitt, of Canada, 
has told how he found Christ as his Savieur. Before 
he was saved, years ago, there was .a time when. he 
was in agony because he believed he was going. to 
die. Then -he remembered, “This. is'a faithful: saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ: Jesus came 
into the world to ‘save sinriers”. (1 Tim. 1:15). “I 
saw,” says’ Canon Howitt, “that I was in the right 
class to get’ saved.” It is blessed saffering when any 


"man realizes, with intolerable certainty, that he is a 


sinner. He is likely to be ready, then, to listen to the 
Good News, the Gospel, and to believe it. Only 
sinners can be saved: but what a salvation God offers 
sinners! “For the wages of sin is death; but.the gift 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom. 6: 23). 5 ' 

at 


Heaping Up Nothing =8§- = | 

_-- We are easily deceived into thinking that noth- 
ing -is something, or even that nothing is everything. 
Satan is the supreme fiar, God’s Word tells us; and 
Satan persistently and often prevailingly deceives men 
as to values. One of the commonest deceptions is as 
to money. Often it seems to be everything that makes 
life worth while. In the twinkling of an eye it may 
be seen to -be nothing. In a bit of typewritten manu- 
script that came to the editorial rooms of The Sun- 
day School ‘Times recently, an incident was given 
about a bishop and a very wealthy man. It began: 


“A certain bishop was being patronized by a million- 


vided ?” 
a hundred, or a thousand,. there is the temptation and 
‘the danger of our being nillionaires. For “so is he that 
rot up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 


aire.” But the typist, in giving the word “million- 
aire,” had touched the key for the letter n. instead 
of m, so that the sentence read, “A certain. bishop 
was being patronized by a nillionaire.” Is-there dan- 
ger of many a millionaire being, all unconsciously to 
himself, a nillionaire? May his million be nil in God’s 
sight, and in actual value even to the man himself? 
Our Lord told of such a nillionaire, “a certain rich 
man,” who had so much money he had to. rack his 
brains to discover ways of using it; and the very day 
when he thought he'had solved the problem by plans 
to tear down his buildings and erect larger ones to 


‘house his property, “God said unto him,.Thou fool, 


this night thy. soul shall be required of thee: then 
whosé shall those things be, which thou hast pro- 
Even with our ‘small monies, ten dollars, or 


> at 
Better Than Playing Cricket 

Thére are many good and innocent things that 
a Christian is not called to do.. For nothing less than 
the best is good enough for the princes of a royal fam- 
ily, and God has‘taken every believer into ‘the family 
of the King, Charles -T.-Studd was once known 
throughott the world of sports as one of the greatest 
of English cricketers.. Christ reached his heart, and 
cricket was no longer -the life-passion’ that it had 
been. To fellow students he said, “Don’t play mar- 
bles if you can play. cricket, and don’t play cricket 
if you can win souls for God.” Marbles is a good 


-and innocent pastime,-‘training- the muscles in skill 


and accuracy, and cultivating fairness of spirit if 
rightly played. But the average cricketer does not 
consider marbles worthy of him, though it may do 


.for children and school boys. Cricket is far beyond 
-marbles, a man’s game. 
_crickéter, one of the now famous “Cambridge Seven” 


But when the English star 


who gave their lives to the mission field, saw Christ 
as his Saviour and then as his Lord, and heard the 
call to the life-and-death “game” of fishing for men, 
cricket in turn became too childish a thing for his 
time and strength. He heard the Lord saying: “From 


‘henceforth thou’ shalt catch men,” —or *“take men 


alive’; he preserted his body a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which: was his reasonable serv- 
ice.. He had found ‘the occupation that is’ worthy not 
only of the best that a man can give to it} but worthy 
of the best that God can:give to it. And God is giv- 
ing to each of us the same call. 


Christ in the Psalms 


human heart. The songs that move the world 

to tears were born of tears. And the hymns 
that fire one’s heart and nerve one’s arm for free- 
dom’s fight are but the echoes of some breaking, 
bleeding heart crying for life and liberty. The songs 
that men hide in their hearts to break the spell of 
silent grief and rift the night of blinding sorrow are 
but the recitals of how pain has passed into: power, 
and loss has become more abundant life. 
. There is no other book in the Old Testament that 


"Tie heart of all music is the language of the 


'so reveals the inmost heart of the struggling soul 
as the Book of Psalms. We learn something of the - 


exterior of a man’s life in the historical books of the 
Old Testament, though these are for the most part 
occupied with events affecting the nation rather than 
those that concern the individual. We learn the ob- 
ligations laid upon man and the standard of moral 
and religious duty set before him in the precepts of 
the Law. We learn the God-given ideals of a later 
age in the discourses of the prophets, but they pre- 
sent mast prominently the dark. featires of their own 

es: -How far the evils andthe corruptions. they 
depict were balanced by the true-heartéd sincerity ‘arid 


inner longing of the better classes of the people for 
the higher life, they do not inform us. 

It remained for the Psalms to supply this want. 
This book, Israel’s Manual of Devotion, is the Book 
of the Inner Life. It expresses the doubts and fears, 
the joys and sorrows, the sufferings and aspirations 
of the soul at all times. What an infinite variety of 
experience confronts us as we follow their measures! 
Here are boldness, and beauty, and infinite pity — all 
blended in a-single Psalm. : Again we. find sublimity 
and tenderness, and infinite wrath glides into a kiss of 
peace. What other poet has dared to put the kiss of 
the holy God on ‘the cheek of a penitent adulterer? 
And if we ask why these Psalms, written so many 
centuries ago, voice our own aching hearts, the an- 
swer is simple. In all ages and among all races, 


‘no. matter how many, the fashions of. want and 


woe, one word spells the loss to the heart and the 
loss to life, and that word is stn. To uncover sin, 
to destroy that thing which has made and is making 
man the most miserable of all things created, and to 


‘ show God’s tender love, for man,—this is the pur- 


pose of‘ the “Book:.ef Psalms. Hence we find a pic- 


- ture of the ‘Christ, God’s enly remedy for sin, in this 
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book as in no other single book in the Old Testa- 
ment. 


1. His Divinity. Psalm 45:6: “Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever.” This verse is quoted in 
Hebrews 1: 8, where the Father says to the Son, “Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” Psalm 110: 1: 
“The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” In 
Matthew 22: 42-45 this is quoted by our Lord to 
prove his divinity. 


2. His Eternal Sonship. Psalm 2:7: “I will de- 
clare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou 
art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.” In He- 
brews 1:5 this verse is quoted as the address of the 
Father to the Christ. 


3. His Incarnation. Psalm 8:5: “For thou hast 
made him a little lower than the angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory and honour.” In Hebrews 
2:7 this is quoted, and in the ninth verse it is ap- 
plied to the incarnation: “But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels for the suffering 
of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by 
the grace of God should taste death for every man.” 
Psalm 40:7: “Then said I,.Lo, I come: in the 
volume of the book it is written of me.” In Hebrews 
10: 5-10 this passage with its context is quoted as 
direct proof of the incarnation and its purpose, be- 
ing introduced by the words, “Wherefore when he 
cometh into the world, he saith.” 


4. His Mediatorial Offices. 

(1) As. Prophet. Psalm 40:9, 10: “I have preached 
righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have 
not refrained my lips, ... I have declared thy faith- 
fulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy 
lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congrega- 
tion.” What a matchless description of the propheti- 
cal office! Hebrews 10: 5-7 shows conclusively the 
speaker as Christ. Psalm 22:22 also is to be com- 
pared with Hebrews 2: 12. 

(2) As Priest. Psalm 110:4: “The Lord hath 
sworn, and will not repent, Thou [i. e., Messiah, Da- 
vid’s Son and Lord, not David himself, who was not 
of the Tribe of Levi] art a priest for ever after the 
order of Melchizedek.” In Hebrews 7: 17-21 this is 
quoted to prove the superiority of the priesthood of 
Christ, as it is said, “By so much was Jesus made 
a surety of a better testament.” 

(3) As King. Psalm 45:6: “Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is 
a right sceptre.” Psalm t10:1: ‘The Lord said unto 
my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make 
thine enemies thy footstool.” In Matthew 22: 44, 45 
it is quoted to prove the exaltation of Jesus above 
the angels. Psalms 2 and 72 and Psalm 22: 28 are 
also to be noted. 


5. His Betrayal. Psalm 41:9: “Yea, mine own 
familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of 
my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.” In 
John 13:18 the Lord Jesus says, “But that the scrip- 
ture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me 
hath lifted up his heel: against me.” 


6. His Agony in the Garden. Psalm 22:2: “O 
my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; 
and in the night season, and am not silent.” This is 
to be compared with Matthew 26: 36-44, Mark 14: 32- 
42, Luke 22: 41-44, and Hebrews 5:7. 


7. His Trial. Psalm 35:11: “False witnesses did 
rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew 
not.”. In Matthew 26:59, 60 we read: “Now the 
chief. priests,. and. elders, and all the council, sought 
false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; but 
found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, 
yet found they none. At the last came two false 
witnesses.” 

8. His Rejection. Psalm 22:6: “But I am a 
worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised 
of the people.” This is to be compared with Mat- 
thew 27: 21-23, and Luke 23: 18-23: “And they cried 
out all at once, saying, Away with this man, and 
release unto us Barabbas: ... Pilate therefore, will- 
ing to release Jesus, spake again to them. But they 
cried, saying, Crucify him.” Psalm 118:22: “The 
stone which the builders refused is become the head 
stone of the corner. This is the Lord’s doing; it is 
marvellous in our eyes.” In Matthew 21: 42 our Lord 
quotes these very words against the Jews, his breth- 
ren according to the flesh: “The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head of the 
corner. 


9. His Crucifixion. Psalms 22 and 69 describe the 
scenes of the crucifixion with a minuteness almost 
equal to that of the Four Gospels, the mockery, the 
shaking of the head, the parting of the garments, 
the casting of lots on the vesture, the thirst, the vine- 
gar and the gall, the pierced hands and feet, the cry 
of the forsaken, the committing of His spirit to God. 
Psalm 22 opens with the cry, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” and the closing words, “He 
hath done it.” The Hebrew, “Asah,” permits the ren- 
dering: “It is finished.” 

10. His Burial and Resurrection. Psalm 16: 0-11: 
“Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: 
my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not 
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leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt shew me the 
path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 
The apostle Peter after quoting these words says: 
“Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of 
the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, 
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. There- 
fore being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ 
to sit on his throne; he seeing this before spake of 
the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left 
in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus 
hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses” 
(Acts 2: 29-32). 

11. His Ascension. Psalm 47:5: “God is gone 
up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trum- 
pet.” In Acts 1:11 it is said: “This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 
Psalm 68:18: “Thou hast ascended on high, thou 
hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts 
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for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them.” 
the apostle Paul quotes these verses to prove the 
ascension of our Lord and his gifts to his people. 


12. His Coming Again. Psalm 50:3-6: “Our God 
shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall 
devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous 
round about him. He shall call to the heavens from 
above, and to the earth, that he may judge his peo- 
ple. Gather my saints together unto me; those that 
have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” 

Concerning the same events Christ says: “And 
then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son-of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
And he shall send his angels with a great sound of 
a trumpet, and they shall gather: together his -elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other” (Matt. 24: 30, 31). 

“He which testifieth these things-saith, Surely I 
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord. Jesus” 
(Rev. 22:20). : 





Are All Christians Disciples ? 


As a member of the big family of Sunday School 
Times readers, I am writing to ask about the article 
by Dr. A. T. Schofield in The Sunday School Times 
of June 25, entitled “Are We Believers Only, or 
Disciples?” _ 

I cannot see any Scriptural warrant for such a 
distinction (between believers and disciples), and I 
am not the only puzzled one. Here are the words 
that so profoundly puzzle me: 

“Our greatest astonishment when we get to Heaven 
will not be, I think, as is so often said, that we our- 
selves are there, but that it is so full of people who 
never were, and never could be, recognized as Chris- 
tians on earth.” 

So Christ’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit, can live not only 
in a few but in the majority of occupants of Heaven 
while they were on earth and be completely hidden, 
not merely pushed into one room in our hearts, but 
hidden, absolutely hidden, so the person would not 
show the faintest trace of new birth, new life. or 
fellowship with God? I cannot see how it can be. 

I know there are babes in Christ, feeble Chris- 
tians, carnal Christians, but what did our Lord mean 
when he said, “Ye must be born again”? Does that - 
new life, that life in Christ Jesus, mean nothing ? 
Oh! I know it doesn’t, I know it is a mighty power, 
and that article instead of inspiring Christians to 
more zealous and out and out would, to my mind, 
make people believe they were saved who have only 
a head knowledge and no real personal transaction 
with Christ Jesus our Lord. 

If it is not asking too much of you, may I not 
look for your answer? Please be assured of our 
constant loyalty to The Sunday School Times; no 
paper comes into our home that is more valued, be- 
cause of the deep loyalty it manifests always to God’s 
Son and God’s Book, and always a fearless spirit 
of love—A San Francisco reader. 


The distinction between believers and disciples 
seems to be a Scriptural one. The conditions for 
salvation, and for discipleship, are different. “What 
must I do to be saved? ... Believe on the. Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:30, 31). 
Again: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” 
(Rom. 10:9). One who thus believes on Christ as 
Saviour is born again from above and is made a child 
of God. He is saved. 

It is a sad and tragic fact, clearly brought out in 
the Scriptures, that not every one who is thus born 
again and saved goes on to follow the Lord. It is 
one thing to be saved; it is another thing to become, 
after one has been saved and because one has been 
saved, a true follower of the Lord Jesus, a disciple, 
one who continually learns more from the Lord, and 
habitually walks in fellowship with the Lord. This 
is discipleship. 

The conditions of discipleship: are severe and ex- 
acting. The believer is recognized in the first part of 
Romans 12:1; the disciple, in the second part of 
that verse and in the following verse. 

“IT beseech you thcrefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God,” —there is the believer. He is a “brother” 
in Christ. He has received the mercies of God, God’s 
great gift of Christ as his Saviour. 

Then comes the appeal to go beyond this, because 
of this, “that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.” 

The believer receives Christ as God’s gift. The 
disciple makes a gift of himself to God, in gratitude 





for God’s gift. The believer who has not become a 


disciple may be “conformed. to this world.” The dis- . 


ciple is “transformed,” and in personal experience 
proves “what is that- good, and acceptable, and per-. 
fect, will of God.” 

Our Lord stated the conditions of discipleship in 
such words as these: “If any man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and chil- 
dren, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth 
not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple. . . . So likewise, whosoever he be of you 
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple” (Luke 14:26, 27, 33). 

It is only the disciple, who abides in Christ, that 
bears “much fruit.” To those who were already. be- 
lievers our Lord said: . “Herein is my Father glori- 
fied, that ye bear much fruit; so. shall ye be my dis- 
ciples” (John 15:8). 

The many appeals throughout the New Testa- 
ment Epistles, addressed to believers, to live sep- 
arated and not worldly lives, lives of holiness and 
not of sin, show the tragic possibility of the life of 
the believer being so conformed to the world ‘that it 
carinot be recognized as Christian. Paul pleads with 
all believers not to yield their “members'-as instru- 


ments of unrighteousness unto sin” (Rom: 6: 13); as‘ 


believers in that day and today have done. ~: 

Again, he recognizes the possibility of’ a Christian 
brother ‘being “a fornicator, or covetous, or an idol- 
ater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an-extortioner” (1 
Cor. 5:11). Christians living such ’a‘life then, as 
now, could not be recognized as Christians ‘on earth. 
Yet Paul speaks of one such having “been delivered 
“unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the 


spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus”* 


(1 Cor. 5:5). Still other passages show that many 
believers in New Testament times were. living worldly 
lives, conformed to the world about them; some even 
made the Lord’s Supper a time of gluttony:and drunk- 
enness, and on account of this many were weak 
and sick, and many had actually died (1 Cor. 11: 


* 21, 30). 


The Holy Spirit in the believer can be quenched 
(1 Thess. 5:19), and such a life may not be recog- 
nizable by men as Christian, though known to God 
as saved. 

This does not necessarily mean, and doubtless Dr. 
Schofield did not mean, that there would never be 
at any time, during the earthly life of such carnal 
and worldly Christians, a gleam of the new life 
within. He was making the general statement, which 
seems quite Scriptural, that there are many Christians 
whose walk is such that they would never be taken 
for Christians. The statement that Heaven is “full” 
of such people did not mean that the majority there 
are such, but only that there are likely to be many. 
The story has been told of a young man, member 
of a Christian Endeavor Society, who expressed his 
fear that, when he went to enlist in an army camp 
he would be persecuted by the other fellows for be- 
ing a Christian. On his return he was asked whether 
this had happened. “Oh, no,” he replied, “they never 


- found out that I was a Christian.” Is not that the 


reason why there is so little persecution of the Church 
today ? 

The California reader is right in urging the danger 
of .mere profession of Christianity, that head belief 
which cannot save, and which may deceive one into 
thinking he is born again when he is not. There are 
solemn passages in the New Testament warning 
against this terrible and eternal danger. The only 
place of safety for the Christian is that of abiding in 
Christ, and walking in full discipleship. 


In Ephesians 4: 8-10 * 
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A story that helps to make the 
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Bible characters real 
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disused well was a good place to think. Think- 

ing was, in fact, about the only thing that one 
could do there. Jonathan was, to be sure, within 
hand’s touch but, when their pursuers entered the 
courtyard, he and Jonathan had very wisely ceased 
even to whisper. For a while they could hear above 
their heads the sound of footsteps, and then of voices 
—the unrecognized voices of men and the voice of 
the woman who had hidden them. . She either satis- 
fied the men that no one was in hiding, or the men 
were waiting, biding their time. The noises at any 
rate had ceased, and they were undisturbed in the 
cool, utter darkness. . 

The water was less than knee-deep. - Ahimaaz 
shifted his weight, rubbed his eyes, leaned back against 
the slippery stones, and thought. ‘How swiftly events 
had trodden one. upon another. The prince’s inno- 
cent-seeming announcement, and then the news of his 
rebellion; the swift defection of this one, that one, 
until you knew not whom to trust; the king’s ‘flight 
from the capital; his own father’s departure with him 
and then his return at the king’s suggestion, — these 
were but the background for the surprising adventure 
in which he and Jonathan were embarked and which 
had landed them here in Bahurim, six feet under 
ground, a piece of tent cloth and a few measures of 
bruised corn their only defense against capture, their 
lives wholly in the hands of a young woman whom 
neither. of them, until an hour ago, had ever set eyes on. 

How slight, how laughably trivial, reflected Ahi- 
maaz, are sometimes history’s instruments. Here fate 
had chosen the small boy. A dozen times Ahimaaz 
had noted the cheerful faced ragamuffin who never 
failed to hail him. It had been but second nature to 
raise his hand when the boy shouted; yet had he not 
done so, the boy might have thought himself mistaken, 
and they and their: message—on which the king’s 
very life hung — would now be far on their way. The 
boy, of course, had told; had done it in pure inno- 
cency; Ahimaaz did not blame him; but the message 
was of such vital importance, — and he had seen more 
comfortable hiding places than this well. 


NE thing the pursuit had settled, and settled his 
way, — En-rogel was now too hot for them.. They 


Tie moist, almost sticky blackness of the old, 


‘could not return.. Even his father would see that. 


And with the thought of his father came back the 
memory of their painful parting; and of that Ahi- 
maaz thought more than of anything else. 

When did fathers and ‘sons ever see things: quite 
alike? Youth hot, impetuous; age calm, deliberate; 


‘youth eager to do; age seeking to weigh and consider! 


Yet because fathers and sons love each other, they 
usually make shift to get on in average times. . In 
times of storm and stress it is harder. 

. “You should ‘overtake the king by midnight,” his 
father had said. “You will need: sleep then and you 
can scarce travel the next day. But the day follow- 
ing you should be back*again.” ; 

“But, father,” hz had replied, aghast, “I would stay 
with the king. 

“And bear no messages?” 

“A score can carry them. There are—” 

And he named them. : 

“But they are not you.” 

“Nor am I them: The king has need—never has 
he needed men as he needs them now.” 

“The king himself bade you —” 

“And if he bids me again, I will return again but 
not until I have pleaded —” 

And his father had answered sharply and he had 
replied sharply. To the youth of twenty, his father’s 
counsel was the counsel of cowardice —he to be any- 
where save with the fighting men! To the man of 
sixty the boy seemed talking flat disobedience. He 
had heard the king’s order. Why seek to alter it? 
Before they realized it, they were shouting and shak- 
ing their fingers in each others’ faces. 

“It is no use talking to you,” Ahimaaz had pro- 
tested. “You cannot —you will not understand.” 

And Zadok his father had answered: “Hast thou 
wholly forgotten? ‘Honor thy father— When thou 
wast but a child —” 


ND then, amazingly, his father’s self-control, 

usually perfect, had all at once gone to pieces. 
Sobs choked his voice, tears gushed from his eyes, he 
held out his arms crying: “My son! My son!” 

And in consternation Ahimaaz had fled. He could 
not stay to fight it out with his father, nor could 
he promise what was demanded. 

But in the well’s darkness he remembered some 
things he had not thought of then: his father’s age — 
to the boy he seemed an incredibly old man, and his 
health — far less robust now than a year ago, when 
Ahimaaz’ mother had died. He remembered the cruel 


strain of the past week; deden nights, days of 
anxiety. His father’s place had been no easy one, he 
walked in hourly peril of his life. There in the well’s 
coolness, the darkness a bandage about his eyes, 
Ahimaaz thought of these things and remembered also 
the older brother whom he recalled only dimly but 
whom his father had never forgotten —the brother 
who long ago went out with the army and never re- 
turned. ‘ 

It was the first time in all his life that he and his 
father had ever parted in anger; and there was no 
going back now — now that he had been seen and rec- 
ognized. The matter was settled —his way; and yet, 
standing there up to his knees in the cold water, his 
back braced against the slimy stones, Ahimaaz could 
feel no triumph. He could almost (but not quite) 
have wished that fate had forced him to go his 
father’s way. 


SCRAPING sound broke his reverie. Another 

moment, the darkness was shattered, and he and 
Jonathan discerned, surrounded by the light as by a 
halo, the face of the girl who had hidden them. She 
lowered a rope and they quickly clambered out. 

“I told them you had gone over-the brook,” she 
laughed. 

And they, after the manner of men in war time, 
laughed too, thinking not of the lie’s untruthfulness 
but of its helpful cleverness. Apparently their pur- 
surers had been completely deceived, for they had 
hastily taken the road toward the brook. 

Ahimaaz and Jonathan, mounting to the flat roof, 
studied the broken horizon with keen, far-seeing eyes 
and could discern not one moving figure; then, im- 
patient as they were to be off, they waited a full half 
hour before they set forth, falling into the steady dog- 
trot which to the eyes of inexperience looks so easy 
but which with a strange swiftness eats up the long 
miles. Side by side they kept and economized their 
breath. Not a word was spoken ‘until, just as the 
dusk was falling and they had topped. a hill overlook- 
ing the broad valley, Jonathan laid his hand on his 
friend’s shoulder, pointed, and said one word: 

“There!” 

Far to the left, the encampment, a cluster of mov- 


ing ,dots, was. plairily visible and, as they had feared, 


it lay on’ this side, not on the farther side, of the swift 
river; Ahithophel’s counsel had‘ been wholly right — 
if anything morally wrong ‘can be right—and they 
marveled again that Hushai had been able so easily 
to mislead the prince. Yet even now the prince might 
change his mind. The king’s camp was ignorant of 
the news they carried. There was still need for 
speed, and Jonathan’s hand on his friéend’s shoulder 
meant: 

: “Spurt! And the first to reach canip‘ give warti- 
ing 


Both spurted and as always Ahimaaz drew ahead. 
Jonathan was a good runner, but he had not his 
friend’s speed or tireless endurance. 


Peers tales were told of Ahimaaz’ running, 
and for some of them there were witnesses. More 
than once Jonathan had seen him, on leved ground, run 
down a cony; start it and never stop for an instant’s 
rest until the exhausted creature lay panting at his 
feet—and that night a savory stew gladdened their 
hearts. Once he ran down a fox, trailed it mile after 
mile, losing and then regaining sight of it, but never 
slackening his speed nor permitting the fox to elude 
him until he brought it alive into camp. It died three 
days later, and Jonathan always ‘maintained that it 
had been sick, else Ahimaaz would not have caught 
it so easily. But to such insinuations Ahimaaz had 
an unfailing answer—a race. As a boy he had 
beaten every boy in the city of anywhere near his 
own age; as a man (and he had called himself a 
man for two years now) he had beaten the best 
among the mercenaries; and the Cherethites and the 
Perethites numbered among them some who made run- 
ning almost a profession, 

So when in the darkness Jonathan, with headed 
brow and bursting lungs, mounted ¢he last hilltop, 
it was to see the camp already in motion: tents be- 
ing struck, tethered animals led back to their newly 
loosed burdens, outposts returning, a detail at the 
river exploring the ford, and the Gittite bodyguard, 
under Ittai’s stern, watchful eye, hastily massing about 
the king’s tent. Ahimaaz had won again, had given 
the message, and the warning had been taken. 
Through the long hours of the night the crossing 
continued, and not until dawn, when the last one had 
passed over and at the ford a strong guard of slingers 
and bowmen had been stationed, did the wearied mes- 
sengers find their time for sleep. 

The use of weapons was something to which 
Ahimaaz, like all the young men of his time, had been 


trained, but actual warfare he had never seen before 
and, in the busy days that followed, he began to un- 
derstand how much there is in war besides the mere 
fighting. Rations at first had been sadly short but, 
when their permanent camp was made and officers of 
experience took over the matter of food supply, it 
seemed to come in from all quarters: wheat, barley, 
meal, parched corn, beans, lentils, honey, butter, sheep, 
cheeses, and all sorts of camp equipment, brought in 
by allies, some of them obscure desert chieftains, who 
had known the king in the old days when he was al- 
most as obscure as they, and who seemed rejoiced 
to find in this hour of his adversity the opportunity 
to show their loyalty. And with the supplies came 
new accessions of men. The balance of power had 
never favored the prince so strongly as in the first 
flush of his success, when Ahithophel (now it was 
rumored a suicide) had bade him make sure his tri- 
umph by one swift, relentless stroke... Now he was 
losing friends, or so report told them, while from 
their own land and from surrounding tribes recruits 
came daily to their camp, drawn by the king’s name 
as by a lodestone. 

Their most effective units were naturally the for- 
eign mercenaries and among them discipline was 
maintained rigidly —Ittai saw to that: but Joab and 
Abishai, tirelessly active, were making real soldiers 
out of the raw recruits, and that with a speed and ef- 
fectiveness at which Ahimaaz stood amazed. At least 
half the troops were inexperienced; the other half 
had seen some service and, in the make-up of the 
army, the organization now going on into hundreds 
and thousands, the distribution of the seasoned vet- 
erans was given scrupulous attention. Training, too, 
of a sort, was both severe and incessant; and, what 
proved even more important, the terrain was studied 
daily and intensively, alike by officers and men. 


HE Forest of Ephraim, a wild, broken jungle 

where lagoons and morasses alternated with huge 
rocks and giant trees, seemed to Ahimaaz the last 
place in all the world to choose for a battlefield but, 
when the time came that he knew the forest, knew 
its bypaths and labyrinths, its hiding places and pit- 
falls, as he knew the courtyard of his home,. then he 
realized their immense advantage over any attacking 
troops who did not know the ground. The fighting 
might indeed be spread over the face of the whole coun- 
try, but every sector had its natural fortress or place of 
ambush. There were precipices over which men could 
be driven like flocks of sheep; there were green mead- 
ows masking black depths of mud that, clutching at a 
man’s feet, dragged him down to death. Indeed, he 
came to believe that what was said later was literally 
true, the forest itself devoured more men than did 
the sword. 

All this was exciting. Ahimaaz was alert, eager; 
he was a man, bearing responsibilities beyond his 
meager years; his courage and judgment, not alone 
his speed and endurance, were known: and ~ re- 
spected. Joab” never wasted praise, but Joab had. 
confidence in him and showed ‘it by the tasks 
he set for him. Even the .king had noticed him 
with commendation. “He is a good man,” he heard 
him say one day, and his heart had leaped and his 
cheek flushed. Despite the: troubled time, Ahimaaz 
was gay, cheerful, almost happy — save for one thing 
only. Alone on picket or sometimes in a crowd ‘and 
amid pressing tasks would come the thought of his 
father, and always with a pang. 


UMORS were rife but news uncertain. Since their 

near capture at Bahurim, the prince’s lines had 
been drawn tighter, his father and Abiathar in particu- 
lar had been closely watched, and authentic reports 
from them were now infrequent. Deserters there had 
been aplenty, but they of course knew little or nothing 
of what passed at the prince’s headquarters; and ore 
must be always on his guard against their reports. 
They were so prone to tell not what they knew but 
what they believed the king’s officers wished to hear. 
The information that counted most came from their 
regular spies but these could not always penetrate the 
city and, when they did, they must bide their time 
for escaping. Ahimaaz knew from them that his 
father was alive —at last reports; but he knew also 
that he was in grave danger. What would he ‘not 
have given for one moment’s talk with him? To be 
able just to say: 

“Father, you understand? I must be with the king, 
here where deeds are done. I would not be a mere 
teller, of other men’s deeds. You understand, don’t 
you! 

And so the day of the great battle drew on. 

Ahimaaz had hoped he might see actual fighting, 
but in this he was disappointed, yet not wholly dis- 
appointed, for his place at Joab’s side gave him an 
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outlook over the whole field that he could never have 
had in the ranks. He was beside Joab in the mid- 
afternoon when a man whom he did not know came to 
report that he had seen the prince in his strange im- 
prisonment —a captive of one of the forest trees. He 
heard their conference, saw Joab rush forth; then he 
turned to answer one of the other runners, a dark- 
skinned native of Cush. 

“But,” the Cushite had exclaimed, “did not the king 
tell him we should not kill the prince?” 

“So he told him—and Abishai, and Ittai,” Ahi- 
maaz answered. And the two men looked at each 
other, for Joab had snatched up a sheaf of javelins, 
had called to his armor-bearers, and, though his pur- 
pose was unspoken, they knew that murder was in 
his heart. 

A trumpet sounded the retreat and they guessed 
what it must mean. Joab’s face, on his return, was a 
mask no man might read. Deaf to Ahimaaz, he gave 
the Cushite an order to take the king the news of 
victory. The Cushite bowed low, his white teeth 
gleaming, bowed low and ran. 

“Another day,” Joab turned to deny Ahimaaz, and 
added, “because the prince is dead.” 

But Ahimaaz was not to be silenced. 

‘“‘Let me run also,” he protested. 

And Joab grudgingly yielded and said, “Run.” 

To him and to the others it looked a hopeless race, 
but not to Ahimaaz. The Cushite, now almost out 
of sight, was a good runner, but he was a new man 
~and he had chosen the longer road across the hills; 
when he himself ran, it was by the way of the plain. 


The old king sat between the gates. The stern de- 
mands of the days just past had seemed to bring back 
the power and purpose of his prime. He had been 
again the courageous, sagacious warrior. He would 
even have gone out to battle with the troops, if his 
officers had not protested. But, during these few 
hours of waiting, age had returned swiftly and as he 
sat there he looked — and was —an old man. 

The watchman’s voice called. One man, running 
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alone! And the next moment he identified him as 
Ahimaaz, son of Zadok. 

“A good man—a good man— good tidings!” the 
king murmured. 

And the cry: “All’s well!” confirmed him. 

But he thought not of war’s fortunes. 

“Is it well,” he pleaded, “with the young man— 
with — with Absalom?” 

Ahimaaz tried to answer and found he could 
not. He stammered, feigned to be more breath- 
less than he was, and at last said something evasive. 
The Cushite came just then and, when the question 
was repeated — he answered. 

The king threw out his hands. He had forgotten 
the messengers, the victory, his warfare, his kingdom; 
he remembered only his golden-haired boy, lost to him 
forever. 

“O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!” 


That night one messenger, he of the dark skin, re- 
ported to Joab: the other had vanished. But through 
the darkness a swift, solitary figure threaded the in- 
tricate bypaths of Gilead, sought and found the ford 
of Jordan, crossed and pressed on until the morning. 
Near sunset of that day a woman of Bahurim lifted 
startled eyes from the handmill where she was grind- 
ing corn to see a panting runner burst into the court- 
yard. She recognized him, brought food and water, 
and spread a cloak when he dropped down on a pile 
of straw to sleep. She had thought that he would 
stay the night, he seemed so exhausted, but in the 
cool of the evening he rose and set forth again. 

Toward midnight, in the priest’s palace, within the 
city, an old man turned in bewilderment at the sound 
of a familiar step and—but in a voice so different 
from that of the king! — cried out: 

“My son! My son!” 


Never perhaps have fathers and sons seen things 
just alike nor ever can, but, even in times of storm 
and stress, they can make shift to find harmony — if 
they love each other. 

DunpeE, ILL. 
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What the year’s excavations at Abram’s city show as to manners and customs of patriarchal days 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D President of Xenia Theological Seminary, and 


Finds at Ur 








*? Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 








ROM time to time, during the past year, start- 
F ling finds at the old city Ur. of Chaldees have 

been noted in these columns. The Museum Jour- 
nal (University of Pennsylvania) for June has now 
given a connected survey of the discoveries at that 
interesting site for the whole of the past year. It is 
most creditable to the careful work done by Dr. 
Woolley and his assistants that the survey at the 
end of the year does not need to make any serious 
correction in the conclusions reached in piecemeal 
fashion as the work progresses. Happy is the arche- 
ologist with whom it is so. 

All readers of the Times who have access to the 
Museum Journal should not fail to read the sum- 
mary written by L. Legrain from the full report of 
Dr. Woolley. Ome word only will need some popu- 
lar interpretation. The oldest discoveries are described 
as “going back to prehistoric times.” The word “pre- 
historic” is used by many scientists with such prodi- 
gality of time as to frighten more conservative 
thinkers. The careful archeologist, and most arche- 
ologists are careful, uses “prehistoric” in a much more 
circumscribed sense that does not necessarily imply 
any absurd antiquity, but only a time in that land 
concerned of which we have hitherto known nothing. 
In this sense the word is used in the report on Ur. 


4 
A City Plan, Stikingly Modern 


PLAN of a considerable portion of Ur in the 
time of Abram, showing the houses arranged in 
blocks, not strictly squares, and with the streets 
and lanes clearly- shown, has a wonderfully mod- 
ern appearance. The impression given one at first 
is that this is quite artificial, quite too modern in 
character. In fact, however, the plan is not mislead- 
ing, for the excavations show that the houses in plan 
and pretentiousness are strikingly like the best houses 
of modern Bagdad. The persistence of manners and 
customs, clinging tenaciousiy to the soil everywhere, 
is one of the helpful facts of the archeologist. It was 
illustrated by the striking similarity shown by Dr. 
Dougherty between the ancient architecture of Baby- 
lonia and modern buildings in that land as well as all 
down the line from ancient to modern times. The 
same persistence in pottery, in basketry, and in archi- 
tecture, from Aztec and Pueblo days to the present 
time, in the Far West is most interesting in America. 
The names that the archeologists have given to 
the streets of Abram’s city are amusing: “Quiet 





pong “Gay Street,” “New Street,” and “Closed 
ane. 


House Styles of Abram’s Day 


6 Bin style of good houses among Abram’s neigh- 
bors, shall we not say of Abram’s own home, was 
most attractive, while truly Oriental. 

“The front door leads through a small entrance 
chamber to a central court off which open the 
kitchen, the reception room, and various domestic of- 
fices (“dens”), while a brick staircase leads up to 
the main living quarters.’ The upper rooms opened 
upon a gallery which ran around the court below. 
This makes an attractive description of an architect’s 
plans for your house or mine! 

Only in a limited sense are these ruins “prehistoric,” 
as I have said, for in these houses were found “be- 
tween thirty and forty large tablets.” The contents 
are only dimly known as yet. When they are read, 
the ruins in this part will no longer be “prehistoric.” 
There are hymns, some historical texts, and some 
tablets that seem to be of a literary character. 


ve 
The Mother of All Historic Alphabets 


“| most interesting find of all, despite the at- 
tractiveness of the jewelry and toilet articles, 
is the discovery of Phoenician trinkets and an un- 
mistakable Phoenician inscription. It is in well-de- 
veloped Phoenician letters, showing that at that time 
the alphabet was already thoroughly established in 
practically its final form. Yet this inscription comes 
from about 1100 B. C. (1117-1100). This is not quite 
so early as the Byblos inscription, but helps to sustain 
the evidence that that find gives for early origin of 
the Phoenician script, the mother of all historic al- 
phabets. Little by little, the strange history of that 
best of all alphabets is pieced together. 


" 
Why the People Carried Whetstones 


OTWITHSTANDING the high state of civiliza- 
tion, the people of that time do not seem to have 
advanced to the Bronze Age in that land. Copper 
is very abundant, but the carrying of whetstones seems 
to indicate that they were not yet able to harden the 
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copper, but needed often to sharpen their tools and 
weapons. 


The Ancient Yet Finished Art of Sumeria 


S I have already in former reviews noticed most 

of the remarkable finds, it is unnecessary to men- 
tion them here again; other than to quote Legrain’s 
conclusion, so closely following the conclusion I have 
pointed out a number of times. 

“What is truly surprising is the wealth and the 
high level of culture of that remote time, and the 
farther we go back, the more elaborate and more 
finished seems to be the art of Sumeria.” 


ve 


A Significant Burial Custom 


| pene att one discovery would have delighted the 
lamented Professor Clay. Burials were found with 
clean sand under the head, a custom unknown among 
the southern Arabs, but quite common among the peo- 
ple of northern Syria. This, of course, falls in ex- 
actly with Professor Clay’s view of the Western 
origin of early Semitic culture, “as they journeyed 
i v. they found a plain in the land of Shinar” 

L. Legrain, Museum Journal, University of Pennsylvania, 
June, 1927. 


St. Louis. i 
Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 


Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: For some time I have felt I mist 
write to you. I am not a Christian, but I would like to be. 
I have had many advantages, but somehow the way is 
not clear, and I thought perhaps you could help me. 

I read my Bible regularly every day, and yes, I pray. 
I ask God for his Holy Spirit, but I fear it is only in a 
half-hearted fashion, Several times I seem to have had 
direct answers to prayer which should strengthen my faith. 
My sins sometimes become so horrible to me that I do 
not know what to do. I believe the Christian doctrines in 
an intellectual way, but one thing troubles me,—not all are 
called to salvation. The awful fear torments me that I 
am not. I realize that God has given me so many chances, 
that I wonder he does not pronounce some terrible judg- 
ment upon me at once. I think sometimes that he must 
be waiting a time until I will give myself to him, and that 
is why he does not destroy me, and still answers my 
prayers. I know that it is not mere desire for salvation 
that causes me to seek it. Rather it is a fear, which 
sometimes becomes almost unendurable, of the life to come 
and of God’s righteous judgments. 

Mother Ruth, I know you will be shocked at what I 
bave said, but I just seem to be going in a circle Pray 
for me, that my heart may be changed and that I may 
be born anew. I shall anxiously await your reply in The 
Sunday School Times. 


MY‘ DEAR GIRL: Why should you think you are 
not called, when his Spirit is striving with you, 
and trying to get you to receive Christ? It is all so 
simple and so lovely, this new birth in Christ Jesus, 
that I beseech of you to give yourself to him at once, 
and be rid of all fear, and rejoice in the gift of God’s 
Son to you. He, and he alone, can forgive sin, and 
no works of ours will avail anything. ar 

Take your Bible, and read with me, beginning at 
the third chapter of John and the sixteenth verse. 
Notice the words: “Whosoever -believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” You 
cannot “perish” when you believe in Christ. . 

Now turn to John 5 : 24, and realize your poss€ssion 
as soon as you accept the Lord Jesus. Get down on 
your knees in your room alone, and read these two 
verses aloud, and see if God does not speak to you 
in them. You cannot have fear when you believe God. 
Fear is torment, and God wants your love, and -with 
love comes the fullness of a joy that is unspeakable. 
Do you believe these two verses? If so, tell God so, 
and let him fill you with that joy, which will push 
fear into the darkness where it belongs and where 
there is no love and joy. Jesus Christ is the Way 
(John 14:6), and when you accept him and believe 
in him, and in his precious blood to cleanse, as he 
says in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” then you are 
his child. * 

Do you believe this? Then take the next step: 
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Turn 
to the. tenth chapter of Romans for that verse, and 
read with it the next two verses. I am sure you are 
believing this, aren’t you? Now find 1 Peter, and 
read chapter 1, verses 18 and 19. Now you surely 
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Lesson for October 30 
Amos 2:4 to 3:15 


know that you are in God’s family, and that you can 
go out no more. forever! I wish I could hear the 
bells of Heayen ring as you accept Christ and believe. 
Never mind, if no special feeling comes as you take 
God at his wortd; it will come, as sure as you live. 
Do write to me and tell me you have passed from 
death unto life, that it is done, and that you are your 
Lord’s and he is yours, 

Remember, all these thoughts that come to you of 
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a troubling nature are from the enemy of your salva- 
tion. He would confuse you and give you only the 
things that will throw you into unbelief. Cast your- 
self wholly on the Lord, and do not listen to any- 
thing that cannot be found in the Word of God. In 
that you will find the truth, and the way will be clear. 
The Devil will give you all sorts of things to believe, 
but be constant in this one thing, “Thus saith the 
Lord.” Satan cannot overthrow you so long as the 






oe ™ 





, 





617 


Word of God is your refuge and wisdom. As you 
take his Word, and believe it, your adversary will 
depart, and the peace that only God can give will be 
yours. 

Yes indeed, I shall pray for you, and shall expect 
to receive word promptly, that you are the Lord’s, 
by your own acceptance of him and confession of him, 
and then I shall rejoice with you, and pray for your 


growth in the Lord. 








darkened and troubled hearts 








Sunshine and Shadow in 


As the glorious light of the Gospel shines into 


Belgium 
By Edith F. Norton 














66 HAT an insignificant report!” I said to 
W wvset. “Really, I must write that worker 
at Ath, that he must do better than that.” 
But I had miscalled the report, I find, for it is glo- 
rious, though brief. Here it is: “The husband says: 
‘Formeriy I used to drink three large glasses of rum 
every morning, and sixteen or seventeen pints of 
strong beer was the usual average each day. I used 
to blaspheme and fight and was a wretched being. 
Now, thanks be to God, I am at peace with my 
wife and children, and rejoice in God my Saviour.’ 
The wife says: ‘I used to be so unhappy, and every 
day used to wait. in great fear for my husband to 
come home; also I used to be in debt. Now, praise 
God, “old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.” To him be the glory.’” 

How the little centers of Gospel light are multiplying 
throughout Belgium!. The sowing of the Word dur- 
ing these past years is bursting into glorious fruition. 

During the early part of the summer Mr. Neusy 
was making an evangelistic tour through eastern Bel- 
gium. In a little town called Stockay, our workers 
had previously held open-air meetings, with unusual 
blessing. To this place came Mr. Neusy. As he 
entered the place of meeting (an old dance hall), 
he beheld two hundred and fifty people seated on 
benches, awaiting his coming. Outside, a summer 
storm raged, and: inside the heat was suffocating. 
When the service was over the people refused to 
leave; they stubbornly remained in their seats until 
they were promised another meeting on the follow- 
ing evening. The second meeting was as large as 
the first, and the attention was even more concen- 
trated. Over one hundred New Testaments were 
sold and many asked for private conversations and 
visits in their homes. In the near-by village of Mie- 
cret, Mr. Neusy found sixty or seventy people 
crowded together in a kitchen and overflowing onto 
the stairs. When he entered, it was to find himself 
in a stifling atmosphere, and to add an amusing touch 
to the suffocating situation, every one of the per- 
spiring Belgians present was singing with all the 
7 of his lungs, “There is Sunshine in My Soul 

y: 

But there are shadows as well'as sunshine to be 
encountered in a missionary enterprise such as that 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission. Sometimes new con- 
verts are intimidated and disheartened by the fierce 
persecution let loose upon them, and they return to 
their old allegiance, and to their dissolute living. Not 
often, thank God, does this happen, but occasionally; 
and then we all sorrow together and join in inter- 
cession, and sometimes they are restored. 

Such was the first woman convert at Dour. Her 
joy and faith those first days after her conversion 
were bright and strong, but when the evil days of 
persecution closed in upon her, and she was turned 
out of her home by her son and his wife, she be- 
came disheartened. She was a widow, no longer 
young, and with but a few centimes in her pocket- 
book. Thus discouraged and with no place to lay her 
head, she stepped completely out of the will of God 
by uniting herself in marriage with a Roman Catholic, 
who sought her hand. After her marriage she went 
to live at some distance from Dour, but wistfully she 
crept back from time to time to the scene of her 
former joy, once to purchase “What the Bible 
Teaches,” another time seeking some books on “Sanc- 
tification,” on still another occasion subscribing for 
our paper, Notre Esperance. Meanwhile, the little 
group at Dour were praying without ceasing that she 
might come back to the Lord. One day came news 
that she was seriously ill, Mr. Neusy hesitated never 
a moment but was off immediately upon receiving the 
word, As he came into the sick-room, two worn 
hands were lifted in inexpressible and tremulous joy. 

“You have come to see me at last,” the sick woman 
murmured, 

“I have only just learned that you were ill,” responded 
Mr. Neusy, “and I came at once when word was 
brought to me.” : 

“Can that be possible?” was her reply. “For six 
weeks I have been asking continually to see you.” 
And here indeed the wicked enmity of her children 
had reached its culmination in denying to her in dy- 
ing that of which they had so nearly robbed her in 





life. “But I have forgiven them for everything,” 
came next from her lips, “and I know I shall see the 
Lord very soon, and I am now ready to depart.” 

Then in great weakness, but with a ‘clear, firm 
voice, she recited several verses from the Bible and 
two hymns. She then called her husband, and told 
him she was leaving to him her Bible, the -same 
precious Book, he told us afterward, that she had 
studied very late every night. Once more she spoke, 
this time to send a Christian farewell to the friends 
who had so faithfully prayed for her in Dour, and 
last of all, a murmured thanks to Mr. Neusy for hav- 
ing brought her to the Lord. Then quietness and 

ace—and she departed to be “for ever with the 
Ford.” One more precious soul safe home with the 
Lord,—saved because we came to Belgium, saved 
because American friends made it possible. 





ye phenomenal growth of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission has been the surprise as 
well as the joy of all the great missionary 
leaders visiting Belgium. Dr. Charles Inwood, 
world-wide representative of the Keswick 
(England) Bible Conference, who has, on behalf 
of the deepening spiritual life, visited most of 
the missionary fields of the world and whose 
addresses have been interpreted into thirty-eight 
languages, said, after repeatedly visiting Bel- 
gium and speaking at many of the posts: “In 
all my world-wide missionary travels I have 
seen nothing to compare with it... the Church 
ought to turn her batteries loose upon Europe for 
the next few years; it is the most crucial mis- 
sionary field today.” 


After eight years the Mission has some forty 
stations and some seventy-five workers. It 
owns some twenty-four buildings and has 
money provided for three more. The future 
outlook has greater promise than that which 
was done in the past, great as that has been. 
From manf places we have pleas to establish 
work, and new missionaries are being sent out 
and others are offering for the field. Shall we 
ignore these pleas for the Gospel message? 
They who seek the light lay every responsibil- 
ity upon us who have the light. The Spirit 
of God has swung the doors wide open. Shall 
we enter? If so, it must be by prayer. There- 
fore, we urge God’s people to intercessory 
prayer for this work. We would sound out 
the prayer call of Neesima, “Let us advance 
upon our knees.” It is the only way of victory, 
and thus victory is sure, 


It must be by greater giving. In 1926, the 
Belgian Gospel Mission received some $60,118.- 
57, for current expenses and $17,027.50 for 
buildings. For current expenses alone an addi- 
tional $1,000 a month is needed, to say nothing 
of buildings. 


As Treasurer of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
I am led to put this before you. First, I would 
assure you of my appreciation of the generous 
giving for this work in the past on the part 
of God’s stewards. In the second place, I 
would urge those who know of this work and 
rejoice in it, but have not yet had a financial 
share, to support it as they feel led. The giv- 
ing heretofore has been generous, yet we have 
been compelled to deny many of the requests 
to come and preach the Gospel because we did 
not have the means to go to all. Choice had 
to be made. Must we continue to deny the 
Gospel to thousands of lost souls? 


We beseech your prayers and your Bifts. 
Cuar.es G. TRUMBULL, 
Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, and 
Treasurer of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission. 











There are other shadows that rest heavily upon our 
dear Belgium, —the curse of drink, the fever of gam- 
bling, and the reign of immorality. A large percent- 
age of those living together as man and wife in this 
land are not legally married, and with the opening 
up of a new post in any corner of Belgium, imme- 
diately among the new converts, there are these so- 
cial problems presenting themselves for adjustment. 
Gladly would these newly converted ones be legally 
married, but sometimes it is impossible; one or the 
other may be married legally to another, there may 
be a family of children to consider; many difficult 
complications present themselves, and we need all the 
tact and wisdom that prayer can secure for us. 

A man, wicked and uncouth, came out of a house of 
prostitution to our Mission at H——. He was an 
inmate of this evil place and we do not know how he 
was led to enter our hall. Finally he asked for 
prayer, and we believe he truly found the Lord. His 
change of life soon became evident, and he left the 
evil place where he had been residing, although the 
woman who kept the place furiously refused to re- 
store to him his effects. 

On a later night, when Mrs. Van G—— was alone 
in the Mission house, there came a timid knock at 
her door, and a woman entered from this same house 
of ill repute. She was drunk and a bit maudlin, but 
her desire was stated coherently enough. “Oh,” she 
said, “I have seen the change in Paves’ life. He is 
so happy, and I want to be happy, too.” Then more 
tears. “He sings all the time,” she said, “and I can 
sing, too, only 1 am so unhappy. Won't you do some- 
thing for me? Get me some work, so I can leave 
this house.” *Then followed an hour or more of con- 
versation in which she told of her miserable life, how 
from a mere child she had been forced into immoral 
living. There was prayer for her, and the earnest 
hope that the good Word sown that night would 
bear fruit in a changed life. 

We keep on marveling at the eagerness of the 
simple people in the Provinces when the Gospel is 
brought to them for the first time. In one such vil- 
lage word had been sent that on a certain night fif- 
teen of our workers would arrive for a meeting. 
Alas, on the way, the car in which they were traveling 
broke down. There was nothing to do but to strike 
out on foot, although it meant an hour’s walk, and 
arriving very much later than the hour indicated. 
But how our little band were cheered upon arriv- 
ing to find about three hundred people awaiting them, 
standing quietly in the street where they had waited 
for over an hour for the coming of the missionaries! 
The meeting itself, although an hour and a quarter 
late, was fervent and enthusiastic from start to finish. 
‘After several short addresses and testimonies, Gos- 
pels and tracts were given freely to the people and 
New Testaments were offered for sale. Seldom have 
we seen people more anxious to purchase Scriptures. 
They were fairly snatched from the hands of our 
workers. Every bit of the literature brought was 
sold, and some five hundred portions of Scripture 
were given away. When the people were asked if 
they wished us to return, without one exception every 
hand was raised. Oh, the hungry little villages of 
Belgium! We see them as we wake or sleep, holding 
out toil-worn hands to us, pleading not for the bread 
that perishes, but for the life-giving Bread of God. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Power of God’s Holy Word 
By the Rev. R. S. Burris 


NE of my most faithful colporteurs had started 
on a long journey, selling Gospel portions, 
and had reached a small village some twenty- 

three miles from the capital of the province where I 
was living. Entering this small village and passing 
through its narrow, crowded streets, selling Gospels 
here and there, he finally came to a house which had 
some strange lettering over the doorway. Coming 
closer he saw a large red sign at each side and over 
the doorway and on it in heavy black letters was 
the wording, “This house worships the living and 
the true God and ‘His Son Jesus Christ.” The find- 
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ing of such a sign in the midst of a heathen village, 
far from any preaching chapel, in a district where 
no Christian lived, caused the colporteur to stop in 
wonder and amazement. : 

He entered the house and found a man about sixty- 
five years of age. Upon finding him to be the head 
of the house he asked if he were responsible for the 
sign over the doorway. The old gentleman smilingly 
assured him that he had written it. The colporteur 
being curious to know where he had learned the 
Gospel story asked him to which church he belonged. 
Mr. Chan, for such was his name, answered that 
he had never so much as heard of a church and did 
not know the meaning of such a word. When asked 
if he were a Christian he insisted that he did not un- 
derstand that either, and that he was just plain “old 
man Chan.” The colporteur could not account for 
a man worshiping “the living and the true God and 
His Son Jesus Christ” and still not knowing about 
churches and Christians. He inquired what had 
caused the old man to put such a sign at his door- 
way and was told the following most marvelous story 
of God’s mighty power through his matchless Word. 

Mr. Chan, twelve years before, had gone to Nan- 
ning, twenty-three miles away, to sell his load of 
vegetables, and to bring home tie needed supplies 
for his family. As he had finished his work and was 
starting home again he was stopped on the busy 
narrow street by a foreigner (a missionary) who 
said, “Buy a book, the true doctrine book, the great 
Gospel book, the blessing book, only one cent each.” 
The old man listened and, being one who loved to 
read, gladly purchased the Gospel of John. But the 
missionary explained to him that the best plan was 
to buy the set of five little books, — Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, and the Acts—all being only five pen- 
nies. The old man obtained the complete set and 
started away, but the missionary stopped him say- 
ing, “My friend, these books are different from all 
others, they are true books; read them, believe them 
in your heart, and you will be very happy.” The old 
man went home, walking the entire twenty-three 
miles, and late that night after his long journey he 
was very tired; but even though tired he started to 
read the new books. He continued to read until 
early morning when he finished the entire set of 
five little books. Then he retired, only to .arise in 
the morning to tell his few school boys, for he was 
the village school teacher, that they might have the 
day off as he had found some very important books 
which he must read. He read on and on, over and 
over, until he had read the four Gospels and the Acts 
through five times. He marveled as he thought how 
differently these books sounded from any he had ever 
read before. Then the words of the missionary came 
to him, “They are true books; ... believe them in 
your heart, and you will be very happy.” As he 
thought on these words he remembered reading that 
God so loved that he gave his only Son, that whoso- 
ever would believe should have everlasting life. He 
said that as he thought over these words and believed 
them in his heart a great peace came over him such 
as he had never known before and he became very 
happy in his heart. In his great joy he decided that 
if this were so good for him it would- also be good 
for his wife and two daughters, so they were called 
in, and after he had told them the story they too 
became happy. 

After a short time, through constant use, these 
books, printed on the thinnest paper, wore out and 
went to pieces. Rather than be without them Mr. 
Chan walked the twenty-three miles to the capital to 
get more books, but search as he would he could not 
find anybody selling books. He went home disap- 
pointed, but not discouraged, for he made this same 
trip, forty-six miles each time, on several occasions 
but of no avail,—no one had books to sell. No 
missionary could be found. It had become necessary, 
due to illness, for the missionary to return to Amer- 
ica, so the old man returned home with hope almost 
gone. 

Three years passed by, when one day in a neigh- 
boring town, he saw a native selling books, and upon 
finding them to be “Gospels” he purchased the com- 
plete stock of the colporteur, which was forty-five 
books. Returning home he gave these books to his 
boys to study in school, realizing that they h:d done 
so much for him they might also help his boys. 

Mr. Tsdi was deeply interested in this story and 
wondered at this man’s faith, who without any human 
teacher had believed, and without any human assist- 
ance’ had lived for twelve years as a follower of 
God and was now putting such a testimony out over 
his door, so that every one might see it. He ex- 
plained what a “Christian” was and as Mr. Chan 
found it was one who “followed after and learned 
of Christ,” he said, “Well, I, too, have tried to fol- 
low after Christ these twelve years, so perhaps I 
am a Christian.” Then as Mr. Tsoi explained that 
there were many other people in Nanning who be- 
lieved and lived the same way and that these banded 
together made up the Church the old man said that 
he would love to go and see some other Christians 
and meet the “foreign pastor.” e 

The colporteur left his books and the two men 
walked back to Nanning, arriving on. Wednesday 
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morning. Mr. Tsoi told me this story and said, “Mr. 
Chan: wants to be baptized and unite with the church 
tonight.” As an examination was Customary I called 
my nativé preacher arid we three proceeded to ex- 
amine him regarding his Christian experience and 
knowledge of the Bible. Greatly to our surprise he 
cou]d answer any question we asked him on the facts 
of the Gospels. 

Referring to his Christian life, I then asked 
him, “Mr. Chan, do you worship idols?” He looked 
at me in blank amazement and said, “No!” I asked 
him when he had stopped, and who had told him not 
to worship them. He smilcd and answered, “No one 
has ever talked with me about these little books or 
about this way until Mr. Tsoi came to my house yes- 
terday. I have not worshiped idols for twelve years. I do 
not know why, save that when I believed those lit- 
tle books my heart became so happy that I forgot to 
worship, and really had no desire to worship idols, 
so I just destroyed them all.” Again I asked, “Mr. 
Chan, do you gamble?” (This is a prevailing Chi- 
nese sin.) He answered, “No, I stopped that when I 
believed twelve years ago.” The same was asked 
about stealing and similar sins, but always the same 
answer. “No, I stopped that twelve years ago, when 
I believed.” At the evening service I had the high 
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honor and great: privilege of baptizing him and re- 
ceiving this grand old man into fellowship with the 
other children of God. 

As he left the following morning, I told him that 
the Christians always met together on the Lord’s 
Day at 11 o’clock to worship, and I invited him to 
come sometime and worship with us. I gave him a 
copy of the complete New Testament and he re- 
turned home. Can you imagine my joy and surprise 
when entering the pulpit the following Sunday morn- 
ing at seeing him seated on the front seat of the 
church? ‘He had walked twenty-three miles to get 
to church,—to God’s house for morning worship, — 
then the twenty-three miles home again. I continued 
as his pastor for two years and during that time he 
only missed worship on the Lord’s Day when he was 
sick or when high water prevented his coming. 

Was his conversion real? Is God’s holy Word 
enough to save a soul without your help or mine? 


‘Will a soul thus brought to Christ remain true? 


This man’s experience answers all these questions, 
and especially must we admit the sincerity of his 
conversion and faith when we recall that he was will- 
ing to make a trip of forty-six miles on foot just to 
get to God’s house to worship, 

Mount Union, Pa. 
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Ways in which both teacher and class may 
co-operate for membership building 








Keeping Up Attendance in the Men’s Class 


a enremeran 


By Frank H. Williams 
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successful in securing a good attendance in their 

classes practically all the time. How do they do 
it? It will, no doubt, be interesting and valuable to 
other teachers ‘and to Sunday-school executives to 
consider some of the methods employed by various 
particularly successful teachers. 

“I’ve tried out various methods of securing a good 
attendance in my class,” said an attorney who con- 
ducts a successful men’s Bible class, “and I have found 
that nothing is quite so effective and so inexpensive, 
in the long run, as a phone call or a personal call. 

“I’m a busy man and at first glance it looked to me 
as though the simplest and best method. for me to use 
in building up the class attendance would be to dictate 
letters to my stenographer to missing members who 
hadn’t attended for a Sunday or so. In these letters 
I emphasized the good fellowship to be found at our 
class and urged all of the members to come and enjoy 
this fellowship to the full. 

“These letters secured splendid results for a time 
in the way of building up the class attendance, but I 
found that after the novelty of the proposition wore 
off the letters got nowhere. Also, I found on inves- 
tigation that the task of getting out the letters dis- 
rupted the routine of the office and worked something 
of a hardship on my stenographer; who was just 
about as busy as she could be without the added work 
of getting out the class letters. 

“So now I have adopted the plan of calling up 
missing members on the phone or going to see them. 
This doesn’t take over an hour or two a week and 
I feel that if I am to conduct the class at all it is my 
duty to give this additional time to the proposition. 

“When I call up the men I emphasize the fact that 
I want them in the class quite badly to go to the 
bother of phoning them. I make them realize that it 
means something to take time for calling them up. 
When they do realize that they feel more of an obli- 
gation resting on them. to attend the class. Conse- 
quently my phone calls get very good results indeed 
in increasing the class attendance. / 

“Then if the phone calls fail to get the desired 
results I make personal calls on some of the members 
who have been most delinquent in attendance and I 
find that these personal calls practically always get 
splendid results. 

“To my way of thinking the matter of building up 
a class attendance and keeping it up is an easy mat- 
ter if theeteacher is willing to devote an hour or two 
a week to class affairs over and above the time spent 
on the preparation of the lesson. And, surely, if a 
man is enough interested in Sunday-school work ‘to 
conduct a class he should be willing to give some out- 
side time to the class.” 

Another plan for building up class attendance was 
given by another teacher in this way: 

“It is my personal experience that nothing is quite 
so helpful to me in securing a greater class attendance 
than to have a class organization with as many officers 
as possible and with something definite for each offi- 
cer to do. 

“In our class we elect new officers every six months 
instead of waiting an entire year, and in addition to 
a president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer, 
we have a number of different committees with chair- 


Se Sunday-school teachers are particularly 


men for all of them. We have a membership com-: 


mittee whose duty it is to secure new members and 





‘tion to be accepted, the class applauds. 





to get old members to attend the class meetings; a 
visiting committee whose duty it is to call on the sick 
and report on their condition; a flower committee 
which helps in the decoration of the church and Sun- 
day-school and which provides flowers for sick class 
members and for funerals; a civic affairs committee 
which brings civic matters to the attention of the 
class if they are such things as the class should be 
interested in; and a literature committee which han- 
dles all the literature used by the class. 

“Of course, the chairmen realy do all the work, 
but the mere fact of others being on the committee 
tends to ke such others take a greater interest in 
the class than would otherwise be the case, with the 
result that they are more regular in attendance. 

“We change all these committees every six months, 
just as the officers are changed. -The president of 
the class appoints his new committees and, of course, 
a constant effort is made to spread the committee 
membership around through the class so that every 
one will have some sort of committee membership 
and some sort of work during the year. 

“All this helps to make the class members take 
a greater interest in the class work than would other- 
wise be the case and this, in turn, helps greatly in 
keeping up the attendance.” 

The proposition of constantly striving for new 
membership is a matter which is sometimes over- 
looked by classes and which offers the best sort of 
method for getting an attendance increase. 

“Every week before we start the lesson discussion,” 
said the president of a men’s Bible class, “we call for 
reports on the activities of the members during the 
week. We have them report on the calls they have 
made during the week on class members or on mem- 
bers of the church. We call for reports on class 
members who are sick. And, finally, we call for re- 
ports on actual efforts made during the week by class 
members to get new recruits. 

_ “The efforts made to get new members may con- 
sist in nothing more than simply talking about the 
class to some man who isn’t a member. We con- 
sider that all such.talk is good advertising and is a 
real help to us in building membership and attendance. 

“An invitation to meet with us may have been ex- 
tended to some person. . If this is the case the class 
member who extended the invitation reports on the 
invitation, gives the name of the person invited, and 
also gives a report as to the chances there are of the 
new person becoming a member. ‘ 

“It is really surprising to me how this sort of thing 
stimulates the members to worth-while activity along 
the line of getting more members for the class. Of 
course, when a class member reports that he has ex- 
tended an invitation to some new person to join us, 
and when he also reports that he expects the invita- 
This makes 
the reporting member feel good and not only stimu- 
lates him to renewed activity but also makes it alto- 
gether likely that he will be more regular himself 
in his attendance. 

“It used to be the case in our class that we almost 
entirely overlooked the missionary phase of our class 
activities, as you might. call all efforts to increase 
membership. But this thing of having weekly re- 
ports on.all efforts made keeps this phase of the work 
constantly in the foreground.” 


Santa Ana, CAL. 
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Lesson for October 30 
Amos 2:4 to 3:15 
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LESSON 5. OCTOBER 30. AMOS DENOUNCES SIN 


(World’s Temperance Sunday.) International Uniform Lesson.—Amos 2: 4 to 3:15 
Golden Text.—Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; and so Jehovah, the God of hosts, will be with you, as ye say.—Amos 5: 14 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword . 
Cleanse me from my sin, Lord; 
Put thy power within, Lord; 
Take me as I am, Lord, 
And make me all thine own. 
Keep me day by day, Lord, 
Underneath thy sway, Lord; 
Make my heart thy palace and thy royal throne. 


The Historical Setting 


MOS prophesied while Uzziah was on the throne 
of Judah and Jeroboam II was on that of 
Israel. These two kings were contemporaneous 

for twenty-six years. The prophets Amos and Hosea 
in the northern kingdom were, roughly, contempo- 
raneous with Isaiah and Micah in the southern. Jonah 
in the northern kingdom was rather earlier. Under 
the two kings mentioned the two kingdoms stood at 
the summit of their prosperity (cf. 2 Chron. 26 with 
2 Kings 14:25ff). In the north the power of 
Syria was broken and Assyria was not yet arisen as 
a conquering world power. The idea of the approach- 
ing destruction of their kingdom seemed utterly 
improbable (Amos 6:1, 13). All that was thought 
of was pleasure and enjoyment (2: 6-8; 5:11, 12; 
6 : 4-6); yet God would fain have aroused his people 
to a sense of their peril. By the mouth of his two 
witnesses, Hosea and Amos, he seeks to warn them. 


Verse by Verse 


Amos 2:4. The sin of Judah was its contempt 
of the law of God, especially as expressed in its 
idolatry. Law was the sum and substance of all the 
instructions that Jehovah had given to his people 
for their rule of life. Statutes are the separate prin- 
ciples contained in the law. They include the cere- 
monial as well as the moral commandments, Their 
lies, i. e., their idols (cf. Psa. 40:4). Idols are lies 
because they are the things by which the people de- 
ceive themselves, and also in themselves they are 
fabrications and nonentities. Their fathers were their 
ancestors generally. The whole nation had practiced 
idolatry, even in the desert (cf. 5:26), and was 
more or less addicted to it. Only Joshua, Samuel, 
and David were really able to make headway against 
this tendency of the people, and that only for a time. 
Only the exile finally purged idolatry from Israel. 

Verse 5. This punishment was fulfilled in the 
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 

Verse 6.—Transgressions of Israel. The first part 
of the introduction deals with the sins of six of the 
heathen nations that surrounded Israel. Then the 
prophet passes to Judah, the southern kingdom. Now 
he reaches the main subject of his prophecy which 
was northern Israel. Sold the righteous for silver. 
The first sin rebuked is injustice in the administration 
of law. Bribery in the law courts strikes at the very 
root of a state and destroys the bond that should bind 
its citizens together. “Righteous” here has a judicial 
not a moral reference. Amos is talking about human 
law courts, not about the throne of God. A pair of 
shoes means that the poor debtor who was in debt for 
the amount of a pair of shoes, in other words, for 
the merest trifle, the judge would give up to a power- 
ful creditor as a slave (cf. 2 Kings 4:1). This was 
really a violation of the law in Leviticus 25 : 30. 

Verse 7.—That pant after the dust. They longed 
eagerly to see the dust upon “tHe head of the poor. 
To scatter dust upon one’s head was an expression of 
utmost grief (Job 2:12; 2 Sam. 1:2). The crime 
here is the oppression of the quiet, peaceable folks by 
the arrogant and wealthy. Poor has its primary and 
literal meaning here, but Amos begins to associate 
with it the moral meaning which it so often bears in 
Scripture (cf. Psa. 73:3, 8, 12; Luke 6:24; 
Jas. 2:6, and contrast Luke 6:20). Nothing is 
more insidious in a church, or in a community, than 
the influence and power that tend to accrue to the 
wealthy. Even among Christians wealth often counts 
far more than does character. And a wealthy Chris- 
tian can only too fatally exhibit the same mean traits 
of wealth that are revealed in a worldly man of corre- 
sponding financial and social position. 

And turn aside the way of the meek, i. ¢., to cause 
them to swerve aside from their way. This is not 
so much in a moral sense as in a literal one. The 
way of the meczk is just the outward course of their 
life. The wages they are able to earn, the houses 
they are able to live in, the social conditions by which 
they are surrounded. The bearing of such a verse as 
this upon the drink problem is self-evident. -The com- 
munity has no right in God’s sight to acquiesce in 
conditions that undermine the health, or destroy the 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 15: 1-5. 
Primary Topic: The Punishment of Sin. 
Lesson Material : Amos 2: 4-6, 11-15. 
Additional Story Material: Gen. 2: 8 to 3: 24. 
Memory Verse: Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live.— 
Amos 5: 14. 
Junior Topic; What God Thinks of Sin. 
sson Material : Amos 2: 4-6, 11-15. 
Memory Verse: Ezekiel 33: 11. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Why the Drink Traffic is Pro- 
ibite 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Intemperance and Asso- 
ciated Evils. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
234-12 
2:4 Thus saith Jehovah: For three transgressions of 
Judah, yea, for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof; because they have rejected the law of Jehovah, and 
have not kept his statutes, and their lives have caused them 
to err, after which their fathers did walk: 5 but I will send a 
fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jeru- 

salem. 


6 Thus saith Jehovah: For three transgressions of Israel, 
yea, for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; 
because they have sold the righteous for silver, and the 
needy for a pair of shoes; 7 they that pant after the dust 
of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way 
of the meek: and a man and his father go unto the same 


maiden, to profane my holy name: 8 and they lay them-_ 


selves down beside every altar upon clothes taken in pledge; 
and in the house of their God they drink the wine of such 
as have been fined. 

9 Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them, whose height 
was like the height of the cedars, and he was strong as the 
oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit from above, and his roots 
from beneath. 10 Also I brought you up out of the land 
of Egypt, and led you forty years in the wilderness, to 
possess the land of the Amorite. 11 And I raised up of 
your sons for prophets, and of your young men for Nazi- 
rites. Is it not even thus, O ye children of Israel? saith 
Jehovah. 12 But ye gave the Nazirites wine to drink, and 
commanded the prophets, saying, Prophesy not. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








comfort, or impair the highest well-being of even its 
poorest and most helpless members. Shameless im- 
morality is the next sin. This sin was punishable 
with death (Lev. 18:7, 15; 20:11). The licentious 
worship of Baal and Ashtaroth is not necessarily in 
view. No doubt this may have been included, but 
the references all through this paragraph seem to be 
rather to the sins of everyday life. ; 

To profane my hély name. The phrase is a strong 





“Thus Saith Jehovah” 
By Amos R. Wells 


gees was a prophet, he knew Jehovah’s mind; 
he knew the everlasting truth and spoke as God 
designed; he knew the ways of sinful men, he 
knew they lead to death; he dared to say the things 
he knew with ‘*Thus Jehovah saith.” Because the 
evil nations had mocked Jehovah’s law, because his 
holy Presence they had not held in awe, because 
their wicked wanderings had loved the ways of sin, 
his fire would eat their palaces and all that were 
within. Because for paltry profits the poor were 
basely sold, because the good were sacrificed to get 
a little gold, because the greedy hunted gains as 
dust minutely small, God’s wrath was white, said 
Amos, God’s penalties would fall. In spite of 
countless mercies that God had greatly shown, as 
he had blessed his people and fortified his own, 
they basely had rejected him and he must part from 
them: thus Amos dared to prophesy and boldly to 
condemn. Now what if Prophet Amos were in 
our land today? Who doubts what he would cen- 
sure, who doubts what he would say? How bravely 
he would speak the word, no favor and no fear, 
that wise and foolish, high and low, undoubtedly 
should hear! ‘*You mock the laws of God and 
men,”” thus Amos would declare. ‘‘You offer lies, 
you shuffle words, you.set the subtle snare; you 
have no pity for the poor, no mercy for the meek; 
you do not aid the honest man, you do not shield 
the weak. Your ways are ways of drunkenness, of 
cruelty and lust. You follow after devils, you 
make not God your trust. And you shall end in 
ruin, in ‘misery, and death; for thus *‘—ah, hark to 
Amos !—*‘for thus Jehovah saith.** 











one indicating that there was an element of delib- 
erate disregard of God in such conduct. Even decent 
living Gentiles abhorred such a crime as this (1 Cor. 
5:1, 2). Note the references to the Pentateuch 
(Lev. 22 : 32). It is instructive throughout to observe 
how Amos bases his message on the Pentateuch. 
This book was evidently in existence and so well 
known among the people that though Amos was only 
a cattleman he was well acquainted with it. Yet 
destructive criticism would have us believe that it was 
only about the time of Amos when the first part of 
the Pentateuch, the so called J. portion, was pub- 
lished; while it is asserted that the Levitical law of 
holiness was not formally compiled until long after. 

Verse 8.—Clothes taken in pledge. The clothes 
were the outer garments consisting of a large square 
piece of cloth. It was wrapped completely around 
the body and served the poor for a counterpane as 
well. The burnoose of today. The poncho of South 
America is very much the same thing only with a 
hole cut in the middle through which the head is 
thrust. If a man was so poor that he was compelled 
to pawn his garment, it was to be returned to him 
before nightfall (Exod. 22:25). And a garment so 
pawned was not to be used by the creditor for sleep- 
ing upon (Deut. 24:12, 13). But these godless 
usurers kept such pledges and used them as clothes 
upon which to recline at sacrificial feasts. It was 
possible then, as now, to combine the formal worship 
of God with heartless disregard for common human 
rights and flagrant contempt of God’s law as expressed 
in those rights. 

The wine of such as have been fined. The refer- 
ence here is to mortgages of produce which have been 
harshly foreclosed. Then the unctuous usurer has 
the effrontery to offer such ill-gotten goods in sacri- 
fice to Jehovah, and to feast on them in God’s house. 
For the feasting in-God’s house read the regulations 
about the peace offering (Lev. 3). 

God. The Revised Version rightly prints with a 

capital G. It is not formal idolatry necessarily which 
is here in view. Amos is thinking of the sacred 
laces at Bethel and Dan (1 Kings 12:29) in which 
srael worshiped Jehovah under the symbol of a calf. 
After the terrible outrages by Jehu on the Baal wor- 
shipers we read nothing of any public maintenance 
of heathen worship in the northern kingdom. 

Verse 9.—Yet destroyed I the Amorite. If all this 
daring contempt of God’s law was sinful in itself, it 
became doubly so in the light of Israel’s history. This 
paragraph brings out in vivid contrast God’s faith- 
fulness to Israel and Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. 
God reminds the nation of its inability to conquer the 
land. This was confessed even by Israel’s own spies 
(Num. 13 : 32, 33). The name Amorite is applied 
here as covering all the diverse peoples of Canaan 
destroyed before Israel. The Amorites as the most 
important and powerful of them all are alone named. 


Verse 11.—God had not only given Israel the mate- 
tial blessings of the land of promise, he had con- 
tinually bestowed upon them spiritual blessings. The 
prophets were the teachers and the Nazirites were 
the exemplars of his people. The institution of 
prophecy and the law of the Nazirite were gifts of 
grace in which Israel had the advantage over every 
other nation. By these gifts it was distinguished as 
peculiarly blessed of God and the medium of salva- 
tion. These were the special pledges of the covenant 
of grace made with Israel. Other nations had received 
national and material blessings, but Israel uniquely 
had received these pledges of God’s special covenant. 
And yet in the face of such pledges Israel could still 
sin as described in the preceding paragraph. The rais- 
ing up of Nazirites was the work of the Holy Spirit 
in each ggdividual case. Each such man was intended 
to be an example of what God meant the whole nation 
ultimately to be. The carrying out of each Nuzirite 
vow was only possible through the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. But instead of suffering themselves 
to be spurred on by these types to a life of practical 
holiness they tempted the Nazirites to break their 
vow by drinking wine (cf. Num. 6). And so far 
from paying attention to the prophets and to their 
message, they hindered every faithful prophet by 
every means in their power. Compare the treatnient 
of Micaiah (1 Kings 22). 


A Lesson Outline 

1. Injustice to man (vs. 6-8). 

2. Ingratitude to God (vs. 9, 10). 

3. Indifference to privilege (vs. 11, 12). 
Golden Topics 

1. A right relationship to God will always express 
itself in righteous dealings with our fellows. 
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2. God does not disdain to plead with his people to 
remember the tokens of his love. 

3. God’s view of strong drink as the proximate 
cause of so much evil.- The Nazirite vow represented 
an ideal that God placed before his people. It was 
not to be an injunction but an inspiration. 


The Practical Aim 


To show that God’s favor means not favoritism, 
but responsibility. 


Final Word f 

“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
God forbid” (Rom. 6:1, 2). 

Tunsrivce WELLS, ENG. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
One, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HERE did Amos live, and preach? 


2. Who were the reigning kings over Israel and Judah 
when Amos prophesied? 


3. To whom did God send messages by Amos? 


4 What recent event in Palestine recalls the way Amos 
dates his own book? 


gs. What difference did Amos announce in God’s plans 
for these different peoples? 


6. How did the people become so very sinful? 
gy. What protest was made against Amos’ prophesying? 
8 What subtle suggestion was made to Amos? 


9. How did Amos treat Amaziah’s proposition of “safety 
first’? 


zo. How were the prophecies of Amos fulfilled? 

az. Name the special sins against which the prophet cried, 
1a, What is the great outstanding sin of today? 

13. In what respect is this not a temperance lesson? 

14. In what respect does it involve the temperance ques- 
tion as it is involved today? 

Ba What is clearly shown as respects God’s relation to 
sin? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Mr. Shaw and Mr. Bryan.—/n the house of their 
God they drink the wine of such as have been fined 
(2:8). Some months ago, Mr. Dramatist Shaw of 
Ireland broke into the newspapers with a good old- 
fashioned Irish diatribe ferninst the late Mr. Bryan. 
And all just because Mr. Bryan did valiant service 
against John Barleycorn and did much to put him 
out of business here in America. And also because 
Mr. Bryan did not believe he came from ooze by way 
of the monkey or that his leg started by being first a 
pimple upon the underside of some crawler. Shaw is 
reported as saying “Bryan’s religion is Infantilitis.” 
For the once Mr. Shaw is right, this being exactly 
what the Founder of Mr. Bryan’s religion has said. 
“Except ye become as little children” (Matt. 18:3). 
Also “Of such is the kingdom of God” (Luke 18: 16, 
17). It would not be a bad thing if the Shawian slam 
of “Infantilism” should become what the term “Meth- 
odism” became to Fundamental Wesley and what 
“Quakerism” became to Fundamental Fox. All three 
of these have been fighters against those things for 
which Mr. Shaw stands. In Amos’ day it would ap- 

ar that heathenism and wine bibbing must have gone 

and in hand, just as they have always done and do 
now. Amos, the old farmer, comes to town and 
doesn’t like what he sees. Like most of his class, he 
is not slow to speak his mind. From Noah’s day un- 
til’this day, Old John Barleycorn has been busy in all 
parts of the world. Many of us have seen striking 
exhibits of his handiwork. 


A “Woeful’”? Business.—But ye gave the Nazirites 
wine to drink (v. 12). These are the sort of “birds” 
Habakkuk had in mind when he was apportioning his 
“Woe” (Hab. 2:15). Amos’ and Habakkuk’s minds 
could have lain alongside each other, as the late 
Ex-President Wilson would have said. - In the old wet 
days in this country, one of the saloon keepers of 
Pennsylvania whom I knew used to pass out his busi- 
ness card, on the back of which was printed: “Have 
One on Me.” This card was good for a glass of beer 
when presented at his bar. It was charged, truly or 
not I do not know, that these cards came into the 
hands of older boys, and these boys were served 
without question although under age. It was. said 
that this was one of the ways by which the ranks 
of drunkards were recruited. 


I-am ofi my way to: 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 2,.—Elijah on Mount Carmel ........ 1 Kings 18 
2. October 9.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice ....... 1 Kings 19 
3g. October 16.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard ..... 1 Kings 21 


4. October 23.—The .Call of the Prophet 
1 Kings 19:19, 203 Amos 7: 10-15; Isaiah 6: 1-8 
5. October 30.—Amos Denounces Sin. 
(World’s Temperance Sunday) ...... Amos 2:4 to 3315 
6. November 6.—Amos Pleads for Justice ...Amos § and 7 
7. November 13.—Hosea Preaches God’s Love 
. Hosea 6, 11, and 14 
8 November 20.—Micah Champions the Oppressed 
Micah 2, 3, 6, and 7: 1-6 
9. November 27.—Isaiah Teaches True Worship 
Isaiah 1 : 1-20 
10. December 4.—Isaiah Teaches Right Living 
Isaiah 3:1 to § 330 
1x. December 11.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
zz. December 18.—Review: The Early Prophets of Israel 
1g December 25.—Christmas Lesson- ..-....+++- Luke 2: 1-20 








Philadelphia on the Pennsylvania Railroad. In a 


few minutes we shall pass a most handsome estate, 
built, but not now owned, by the maker of a former 
well-known brand of whiskey. One day Ex-Governor 
Curtain was riding by on the train with Joe Perdue 
the lawyer. “What place is that, Joe?” asked the 
Governor, as they passed the showy mansion. “Gov- 
ernor, you ought to know that place,” laughed Joe, 
“for I expect you helped build it.” “How so, Joe?” 
asked the Governor. “That is the home of Blank, 
the great distiller.’ The Governor sat thoughtful 
for a while, and then, placing his hand on the law- 
yer’s shoulder, said impressively, “Joe, I have drunk 
whiskey all my life, maybe more than I should, but, 
oe, I have never put the rum bottle to my brother’s 
ips.” I was at a wedding a few years ago. A widow 
was marrying off her daughter. She was one of the 
“swell dames.” She had all sorts of drinks in a small 
room for the “young bloods” and the bridal party. 
“Nice way to start a young couple in these dry days,” 
we said. ‘Watch what. we shall see.” In less than 
three years there was the inevitable wreck. It’s a 
dangerous adventure to hand out the drink. 


Prohibition Begets Prosperity.—Shall two walk 
together, except they have agreed? (3:3.) When we 
were agitating for a “dry America,” Lincoln’s dictum 
was paraphrased, “America cannot exist half wet and 
half dry.” Amos and Habakkuk could have walked 
together —and so can the most of the rest of us, as 
far as agreement upon this wet and dry question is 
concerned. There are some things about which there 
is no argument. One of these is that Prosperity and 
Prohibition kiss each other, as the Psalmist would 
say, just as those other four chums, Mercy, Truth, 
Righteousness, and Peace do (Psa. 85:10). As I 
write this note, America is the one prosperous nation 
on earth and the only one dry. We have the money, 
look on the financial page of your newspaper at the 
long list of “Foreign Loans.” War money? No, not 
on your life. The very same thing happens right here 
in this steel town and up in Rock Run. Just as soon 
as we get folks into the kingdom of God and the drink 
is cut out, the family begins to have money. Ask 
the banks. Ask the automobile salesmen and the 
home builders. No one outside the newspapers of 
the big cities is concerned about “booze coming back” 
as long as Uncle Henry keeps turning out Lizzies at 
the price. Almost every skilled workman in Coates- 
ville has his car. And my! What a beautiful color 
of green fields, blue skies, red sunsets, and silver 
waters it has put into the aforetime drab gray lives 
of working folks! Now Saturday afternoons are 
loved, lived, and looked for. What “Jim” used to 
spend for drink he now spends for gas, oil, rubber, and 
miles. It is to load up “the wife and the kids,” a bas- 
ket of “grub,” and ho for the great out-of-doors! 
When “blue Monday” comes, it is now an indigo blue, 
which means a white Monday, clean and sweet, 

CoarEsvitte, Pa. 


: 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF ANALysis.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson material into its elements, and 
thus discover its organisation. 











WHILE the lesson before us is emphasized as 2 
temperance lesson, and the evident intention is 
to deal with it thus and make the present-day appli- 
cation to the drink traffic and habit, it is evident that 
if we are to deal with it as a Scripture lesson there 
is more than this involved in it. Indeed, while we 
discover in it not only the present-day combination 


of lawlessness and intemperance, we should also be 
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led to recognize that many of the same brood of sins 
that flocked with this ancient curse are still associat- 
ing with it; and, most of all, we should be impressed 
with the fact that God is not indifferent and will hold 
men and nations accountable for the sins that the 
prophet enumerates and charges against his people. 
Therefore we should employ the principle of analysis 
in the endeavor to discover the complete catalogue of 
Israel’s sins as here set forth, and to take warning 
for our own day relative to them all, not merely the 
one we may mistakenly regard as central. 

The sad list (which the class itself had better 
make) includes lawlessness (2:4), lying (v. 4), 
bribery (v. 6), oppression of the poor (v. 6), covet- 
ousness (v. 7), impurity (v. 7),, idolatry (v. 8), 
drunken luxury (v. 8), and, worst of all perhaps, the 
corruption of godly youth who were especially sanc- 
tified for the Lord (v. 12). Inasmuch as these were 
his own people and not ignorant of the law of the 
Lord, God regarded their sin as the more heinous, 
since they sinned against the light. If. they felt that 
their relation to Jehovah would insure them against 
punishment, they were to learn that contempt for the 
law of God would not escape its due punishment. In 
all of this there -is for our day a warning lesson that 
reaches beyond the one that concerns intemperance 
and its accompanying lawlessness, though this is of 
course also involved. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet Ly gore the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of bp B ) text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Iden Text are also 


Justice and Mercy.—I will not turn away the pun- 
ishment (Amos 2:4). In New Jersey recently a 
man arraigned for speeding told the judge that he 
had a short time before sent President Coolidge a 
cherry pie. The judge could see no connection be- 
tween this and the violation of the speed law, and 
therefore fined the man. Often we meet people who 
seem to think that because of their kindness to some 
fellow creature God will overlook their breaking of 
his eternal laws, forgetting that he cannot prove un- 
faithful by being unjust. However, in his omnipotent, 
infinite love, God has provided a way through the 
blood of Christ, whereby he can show mercy as well 
as justice. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2: 8, 9). 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Warsaw, N. Y. 


’ “Terrible” Affliction.—But I will send a fire (v. 
5). The door that shuts a man out from the world 
may shut him in to reflection and finally into the 
ark of safety. “There it is,” said a young man, as 
he pointed to a diseased limb, which was eating away 
his life, “and a precious limb it has been to me. It 
took me away from a career of folly. It brought 
me to myself, and to this room of trial, where I have 
found Christ. I think it has brought me a great way 
on the road to Heaven.”—From “God's Light on Dark 
Clouds,” by Theodore L. Cuyler. Sent by G. E. Wal- 
den, McLeansboro, Ill. : 


An Abandoned Road.—They drink the wine of 
such as have been fined (v. 8). There used to be a 
sign-post over a road in the Rockies that read: “This 
road has been abandoned; all who travel it do so at 
their own peril.” The road_,of strong drink has been 
abandoned by this country, and yet there are some 
maddened souls who are doing their best to open up 
that rocky road to hell—Sent by Dr. Charles W. 
Anderson, Charleston, Ark. 


A Christian Trademark.—But ye gave the Nazirites 


wine to drink (v. 12). A passenger on a steamer from 
Bombay to London asked the captain whether liquor 
could be procured at Zanzibar, where the vessel was to 
touch. The captain said, “You could get it. I know 
Zanzibar well, and here the Mohammedans form the 
greater part of the ruling community, and the Moham- 
medan law is against the taking of strong drink. _The 
only way in which you can get drink in Zanzibar is by 
making a declaration that you are a Christian.” Is 
it any wonder that Christian missions make slow head- 
way in lands where the name of Christian is asso- 
ciated with the trade in liquor and narcotics, and 
where the vices that corrupt the natives are prac- 
ticed by visitors from so-called Christian countries ?— 
From the Christian Advocate. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N.Y. 
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Lesson for October 30 
Amos 2:4 to 3:15 


And Christians Are to Reign.—Seek 
good, and not evil (Golden Text). There 
Was once a young prince, heir to the 
Russian throne, who was giving him- 
self to dissipation. Taking up his resi- 
dence in Paris, he entered heartily into 
its gayeties. One evening, seated with 
a number of others drinking and gam- 
bling, a message was conveyed to him 
that his father was dead. Pushing away 
the dice and the wine cup, he rose up 
and said, “I am emperor!” and announced 
that his must henceforth be a different 
kind-of life—From the Quiver. Sent by 
Gwen Dowen, Kingston-on-Thames, Sur- 
rey, Eng. Prize allustration. 


Why Wait?—Seek good, and not evil, 
that ye may live (Golden Text). The 
bulletin board of a church in Des Moines, 
Iowa, recently bore this startling an- 
nouncement: “A Hearse is a Poor Ve- 
hicle to Come to Church in: Why Wait?” 
—From the Brooklyn Eagle. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Sambo’s Balky Mule.—Seck good, and 
not evil, that ye may live (Golden Text). 
Strong will power is no guarantee of 
getting a thing done. The trouble with 
our common worship of will power is 
that we leave out of account another 
factor that is even stronger. It is like 
the predicament of the old darkey who, 
wrestling with a balky mule, was asked, 
“Why, Sambo, where’s your will power?” 
“My will power’s all right,” came the 
reply, “but you ought to come out here, 
and see this yer animal’s won’t power.’ 
There is in all of us a “won’t power” 
that is more powerful than the strong- 
est will power any human being ever had. 
Its name is sin. Will power crumbles 
like a piece of tissue paper in the flame 
when, unaided, it confronts some real sin- 
desire of our life. And when will power 
has done its feeble most, and failed, then 
Christ has his opportunity—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


w 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Rescue the Perishing.” 
“Victory Through Grace.” 
“Sound the Battle Cry.” 
“Turn Him Not Away.” 
“Saved by the Blood.” 
“Only a Sinner.” 
“My Sins Are Forgiven.” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) + 
“That Man is Blest” (1: 1-4). Psalm 1: 1-6. 
“Who Shall be Thy Guest?’’s (23 : 1-4.) 
Psalm 15 : 1-5. 

“Harden Not Your Heart” (210 : 1-3). 
’ Psalm 103 : 8-18. 
The Lord is Judge” (113 : 1-3). 
Psalm 50 : 3-6, 16-21. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the plain teachings about 
sin found in thy Word. Thou hast not left 
us in the dark concerning the nature and the 
consequences of sin. We pray that we may 
have a due appreciation of its dreadfulness, 
its eternal, absolute opposition to all that 
is good and holy. Oh, may our lives be 
cleansed of whatever practice could be in- 
cluded in the meaning of that short and 
terrible word! May we earnestly, prayerfully, 
trustingly seek good, and not in pride or 
selfish desire seek any course that is evil. 
We ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If a ship at sea 
follows a wrong course, what happens? 
Yes, trouble of some~-sort, and wreck- 
age, in the end, if it tries to-make har- 
bor on that course. But what would 
you think of a captain that follows a 
wrong course knowingly? Something 
wrong with. his head. No wonder 
prophets like Amos spoke plainly in 
warning folks about the wrong course 
which is sin. God’s ways are safe, and 
mean life to us; Satan’s ways are dan- 
gerous, and mean death. Something very 
wrong with any of us who prefers, who 
chooses the ways of death to the ways 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of life! When a young fellow chooses 
to begin to drink liquor, he chooses dan- 
ger and the way that leads to wreckage. 
Why do it? Why not seek good and 
not evil? Oh, yes, we know well enough. 
But the power to do it is lacking if 
Christ is not in control of our lives. 
Have you given yourself to him? Do 
you follow him in choosing your way? 
Let us be wise, and learn what he would 
have us do—and then do it! Let us 
pray. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the Book of Amos. Find out 

how much the children remember 
about the herdsman and fruit gatherer 
of Judah who was sent up into the north- 
ern kingdom to tell the people about their 
sins. This was not because all of the 
wrongdoings were among the people of 
the northern kingdom. While the greater 
part of Amos’ prophecy was for these 
people, still he had a message for his 
own people, and even for the heathen 
nations living near the kingdoms of Is- 
rael and Judah. . 

For our lesson this week we study 
two of his messages—one against his 
own people, the kingdom of Judah, and 
the other against Israel. The people of 
Judah did not worship idols so much as 
the people of the northern kingdom did, 
but still they were not free from idols. 
Let the children tell you what the first 
two commandments are. Tell them that 
whenever people break these two com- 
mandments, they soon break the others, 
and become very sinful. So God sent 
the people of Judah a message, warning 
them that he will destroy their nation 
and burn their beloved capital city with 
all its beautiful palaces because they had 
not kept his law. : 

Then Amos tells the northern kingdom 
what God says to them about making 
slaves of the righteous people of the land 
by selling theni for silver, and the poor 
for a pair of shoes. He tells them of 
other very sinful things they have been 
doing. 





God reminds them of his wonderful 
goodness to them. He tells them how he 
destroyed the Amorites, a great, strong 
nation, and how he brought the children 
of Israel out of the land of Egypt and 
gave them the land of the Amorites. 
Yet when God had spoken his messages 
to their sons, they had even told their 
sons not to deliver God’s messages. ¢ 

Now God would have pardoned their 
sins if they had turned away from them, 
and asked him to forgive them. But 
since they did not repent, but went on 
sinning, God sent them word that he 
would not turn away their punishment. 

Close the lesson by having a little per- 
sonal talk with the children about the 
dreadfulness of disobeying God, and 
about God’s wonderful love to his peo- 
ple. Ask how God has shown his great 
love to the world, and have the class re- 
peat with you John 3:16. Show that 
the greatest sin anyone can commit is 
not believing on the Son of God who died 
that we might live. 

Sing “Jesus Loves Me.” 


CuirnTon, S. C. 
ie 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
3. Spiritual courage in Amos’ day. 
2. A girl’s spiritual courage in our: day. 











MOS “feared God so much that he 

feared no one else at all.” Amos 
“proclaimed a message so far ahead of 
his time that most of the human race 
and a large part of Christendom have not 
yet caught up with it.” So speaks a mod- 
ern student of Amos, the herdsman of 
Tekoa, whose daring courage dates back 
some eight hundred years before our 
Lord’s life on earth. Such courage of 
the spirit was no more sorely needed 
in that century than in ours, and none in 
ours need it more sorely than do our 
girls, whose soft hands and loving hearts 
hold the key to the future welfare of 
our human affairs. For are they not the 
next mothers of the world? And as are 
the mothers of a race so is the race; and 
as is the girlhood of today so is the 
womanhood, the motherhood of tomor- 
row. The most modern note in present- 
day psychology is the emphasis upon the 
earliest years of childhood, and it must 
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be forever true that the mother makes 
and molds those first years—or mars 
them by the weakness and foolishness of 
her own broken womanhood. Help your 
girls to get hold of this truth, and surely 
they will think into the future when 
tempted in the present. 


1. But how can this study of Amos 
help them feel this? If you make Amos 
“alive” for them —as vivid and fearless 
and utterly truthful as he actually was 
in the life of his time —and guide them 
to repeated readings of his brief writ- 
ings, they will feel the throb of his mag- 
nificent spiritual courage for themselves. 
Once they have found him as he really 
was, this contact will have been made, 
and Amos will be a prophet of truth to 
your girls as surely as he was to those 
people of old Israel, and has been to 
countless thousands of souls struggling 
to hold the heights ever since. 

2. The lesson section for this week 
is fine, but far finer and more gripping 
is the whole Book of Amos. Could you 
not plan a week-day hour — even two of 
them — for a satisfying reading and dis- 
cussion of Amos and his times and writ- 
ings, rather than spend a mere twenty 
minutes on a scrap of it, in Sunday- 
school? If you introduce him success- 
fully in such a class session, certainly 
the more thoughtful of your girls will 
want to read and think with you more 
fully, and will respond to such an op- 
portunity. What girls want to do they 
find time to do. Make them want this 
kind of Bible study. 

Of course you will find in Amos’ fear- 
less denunciation of the evils of his day 
some of the very same that pervade our 
day, since humanity is as old as Amos’ 
prophecy —and older. ‘Here you find 
his voice raised against intemperance, in 
a far larger sense than merely the abusive 
use of wine. Were he speaking, pri- 
marily, to our day, he would surely speak 
in thundering tones against this abuse 
which has increased to practices un- 
known and undreamed of by the lux- 
urious livers of Israel. But the secret 
of all such sins is revealed in Amos’ dis- 
cerning words, “Because they have re- 
jected the law of Jehovah, and have not 
kept his statutes.” The law of our land 
will be kept when we learn to love the 
law of God. And the Christ whom 
Amos could only foreknow your girls 
may know in all his fullness — the Christ 
who taught us that the law of God is 
fulfilled in love, love for God and love 
for one’s neighbor like unto the love for 
oneself. Such love makes prohibition 
right and the keeping of its laws easy. 


Home Study 
Read the Book of Amos, complete at 
each sitting if possible, three times this 
week. : 
Decatur, Ga. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lessen is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A hard hitter. 

Discussion: See how many instances 
the fellows can recall where God pun- 
ished sin. 


Objective: Making war on sin in my 
own life. 


AY, fellows, this raw young herds- 

2 man, Amos, from Tekoa, had a cer- 
tain rugged frankness about him that is 
refreshing. He hit straight from the 
shoulder, and he didn’t fail to tell Jero- 
boam the Second and his idol-worship- 
ing Israelites where they got off. 
heard of a young preacher who was 
scared of one rich, worldly member in 
his congregation, and his sermon softly 
soothed him like this: ‘“You must re- 
pent, as it were, and be converted, so 
to speak, or you will be damned to some 
extent.” Amos never preached like that. 
God wanted a man who would deliver 
the goods straight, and Amos did not 
fail him. Israel needed a prophet. who 
would tear the scales from their eyes and 
let them know the sure consequences of 
their idolatry, and Amos fearlessly set 
them forth. God abhors sin, and he has 
decreed that punishment shall follow sin 
as sure as night follows day. And “God 
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is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6: 


7). fi 

Amos used sothe unique figures to 
show Israel what their punishment would 
be like. Jeroboam had brought Israel to 
the zenith of her power; the kingdom 
was flourishing and was at peace with 
all her enemies. About the most unpopu- 
lar man would be a “calamity howler,” 
and Amos knew that was what they 
would call him.if he delivered God’s mes- 
sage. Moreover, he was a Judean; ‘and 
Judah had fought Israel. What need of 
more to show what a difficult task was 
before Amos, and what a heart of steel 
he must have to put it over? David 
before Goliath was not more courageous 
than Amos before Jeroboam the idolater, 
who made Israel to sin like unto his 
predecessor Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

“Neither shall he stand that handleth 
the bow,” prophesied Amos. Jeroboam’s 
stalwart archers were wont to press for- 
ward upon the enemy; they never gave 
in. What foolishness to talk of the un- 
erring archers of Israel failing to stand 
anywhere or at any time! 

“And he that is swift of foot shall not 
deliver himself,” continued Amos. What? 
Shall Israel’s fleetfooted runners be us- 
ing their speed to get away from the 
battle? Has this insolent prophet gone 
clean crazy? 

“Neither shall he that rideth the horse 
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deliver himself,” thunders on the messen- 
ger of Jehovah. Now they know he is 
beside himself, for there are no horsemen 
in all the world like those in Jeroboam’s 
invincible cavalry. 

Then Amos brings his denunciation to 
a climax in a picture of contemptuous 
ridicule: ‘Thus saith the Lord; As the 
shepherd taketh out of the mouth of the 
lion two legs, or a piece of an ear; so 
shall the children of Israel be taken out 
that dwell in Samaria in the corner of a 
bed.” This sounded like mockery pure 
and simple. The idea of powerful Israel 
being likened to a poor sheep—or 
rather, the fragments of a poor eaten 
— too absurd to be thought 
of! 

Yet, fellows, all these things came to 
pass. In less than fifty years, Israel was 
utterly destroyed, as far as being a power 
was concerned, and the pitiful remnant 
of her people were not even as a leg 
of mutton taken from the paw of the 
devourer. 

Such is the picture of God’s abhorrence 
of sin. To every question as to why 
great empires have fallen, the answer is 
sin. If you would know the secret of a 
great man’s undoing, it is sin. If you 
wonder why a fellow with a strong body, 
a keen mind, and a blithe spirit — one 
whom everybody likes—suddenly and 
strangely goes wrong, the cause is spelled 
with those three little letters, s-i-n. No 
life so pure, no heart so strong, no pur- 
pose so steadfast, but sin can creep in and 
undermine the foundation—unless that 
foundation is Jesus Christ. And “the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 6: 23). 

Fellows, let Amos help you and me to 
see sin in its true light, so we will stay 
close to Jesus. 


McDoweE Lt, Va. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of October 23) 


1. They told the people of their sins, per- 
formed miracles to show God’s love and care 
for his people, and to prove that the Lord 
is the true God, and some of them foretold 
future events. 


2. These varied as widely as the manner 
of their calls. Elisha became the head of 
the school of the prophets that Elijah had 
started, worked many miracles of help and 
healing for those in need, warned and advised 
his kings. Isaiah preached through sixty 
years, under four different kings, warning 
his own and surrounding nations of coming 
events, leading his people to a truer worship, 
one of spirit and truth instead of mere forms, 
foretelling the manner of man the promised 
Messiah would be and calling his people to a 
world-wide vision of their responsibility as 
the chosen people. Amos preached fearlessly 
to his neighboring nation, denouncing their 
flagrant sins and calling them to true re- 
pentance. . 


3. Only Isaiah was engaged in religious 
service at the time of his call, as recorded in 
his sixth chapter. Elisha was a farmer 
and Amos a herdsman, busy at their every- 
day duties. 


4. Neither literary nor social qualifications 
were required. ‘ 


5s. One seems to have been the son of a 
wealthy farmer, another a poor herdsman, 
whiie the third was a well-connected son of 
the city. 

6. A call from God, and a willingness to be 
a mouthpiece for God. 

7. It was not. He used Elijah instead of 
calling Elisha directly. - 

8. Only Isaiah’s, who was granted a glorious 
vision while worshipizng in the Temple. 
Elisha received an. unexpected visit from 
Elijah, and Amos heard that “still small 
voice” of God within, neither having any 
miracle granted them to make them sure they 
had been so Called. - : 

9. Counting the ten years of training, while 
he ministered to Elijah; he was prophet about 
sixty-six years, 

ro. They were all at work at their simple 
tasks. 

11%, He slew his oxen and made a public 
announcement of his purpose (1 Kings 19 : 21). 

12. Saul ¢r Sam: rg : 18-24); Jehu (2 Kings 
10 : 28, 29); and: other kirigs of Judah and 
Israel. Also the rich young ruler (Matt. 
19 :.16-26). : . 

13. This-day needs, even more than did that 
one, men-who are willing to stand for God 





and righteousness, against the crowd if 
need be, certainly abovethe crowd, leading 





the way to visions and standards of: God’s 
choosing rather than men’s. 


14. In nearly every case—after Elijah and 
Elisha—they were unpopular, denounced, per- 
secuted, punished, martyred. Today that 
individual who dares to stand alone: is re- 
garded as a silent critic of the majority, 
who, -it is argued, are very apt to be right, 
therefore he is wrong. He is, of course; 
unpopular and, like his predecessor, seems 
to fail. Only in the long plans of God can 
his mission find its fulfillment. He is God’s 
man, not men’s, 
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Red-Head Has Company 
By Stella May Clark 


HE bright sun usually awakens 

Gingertoes, but it didn’t awaken him 
this morning. Why, the jolly sun was 
still in bed, because it was too early to 
get up. Gingertoes was awakened by a 
rat-tat-tat-tat upon the metallic roof 
right over his head. 

“Rat-tat-tat, rat-tat-tat,” and there stood 
Mr. Woodpecker drumming away for 
dear life. There he was working away, 
and even the great, jolly, giant sun was 
still in bed. 

Gingertoes opened one eye and shut it 
again. He turned over and tried to go 
back to sleep as Willie Sleepy-head some- 
times did when his mother called him 
for his breakfast. And just as Willie’s 
mother kept calling so did Mf. Wood- 
pecker keep drumming. Mr. Woodpecker 
made so much noise that sleepy Ginger- 
toes couldn’t get back to sleep. 

“By my ginger ears! What ails Red- 
head?” and Gingertoes clapped his little 
brown paws tight over his pointed brown 
ears trying to shut out the noise. “I 
wish he wouldn’t be so noisy. I just 
can’t sleep.” 

Such a red head had Mr. Woodpecker 
that Gingertoes called him Red-head. It 
was a pretty good nickname for him, too. 

“Quit, quit!” cried Gingertoes in his 
impudent little voice. “Quit drumming, 
I tell you. Don’t you know you'll wake 
everybody up? I’m sleepy. Quit, quit, 
I want to sleep.” 

Yes, Gingertoes felt cross like Willie 
Sleepy-head sometimes: felt when he went 
to bed late, and it was time to get up 
before he’d had enough sleep. “I don’t 
care if I am late for school,” cried Willie 
when his mother called him. “Let the 
bell ring, I don’t care.” Of course Willie 
had to get up even if he didn’t care, and 
that night he went to bed at eight o’clock 
just as all good little girls and boys 
should do. Mr. Woodpecker, however, 
paid no attention to Gingertoes’ squealing, 
he kept right on drumming as though no 
one was trying to sleep. 

“Rat-tat-tat, rat-tat-tat,” was all Gin- 
gertoes could hear. Stretching and yawn- 
ing and groaning and sighing just exactly 
like Willie Sleepy-head did when he was 
trying to wake up, little Gingertoes 
stretched and yawned until straight up in 
bed he sat, 

“Ker-chu! ker-chu!” sneezed Ginger- 
toes. “Ker-chu-chu! I must catch- 
ing cold.” Then, ge mg I his itchy 
nose, and straightening his long, silken 
whiskers, Gingertoes began to look 
serious. 

“Now what is Red-head about any- 
way?” mused Gingertoes, “Why, he 
can’t. be making all that noise getting his 
breakfast, because bugs do not usually 
sleep on metallic roofs. He finds them 
in soft wood or bark. 

“When Red-head gets his breakfast he 
likes for the sun to be up so that he can 
see, Haven't I watched him examine 
every little seam in the bark, for there 
moths and beetles lay their eggs. . 

“And such ears as he has,” smiled Gin- 
gertoes. “I do believe he can hear 
better than I can. And when he hears 
a tree-borer at work, he s right after 
him with his chisel. es, Red-head’s 
pretty smart. He uses his bill for a 
chisel, a pick-ax, an awl, drumsticks, and 
even hands and fingers. And it’s sharp! 
No one knows better than I that it’s, 
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_ “He isn’t tunneling a-hole for his home 
either,” and with staring eyes he looked 
at that bobbing Red-head. . “No indeed, 
he’s too lazy to cut a hole in a metallic 
roof. H-u-mmm! He ca-can’t fo-fool 
me,” stammered Gingertoes with a twisty 
sort of grin. “Red-head is wise enoygh 
to choose a tree with a ready prepared 
hole. Only now and then does that fel- 
low ever tunnel a hole in a live tree, so 
of course he isn’t tunneling a hole in a 
metallic roof.” 

So much hard thinking had made Gin- 
gertoes tired, and he had frowned and 
scowled until his face was drawn up 
into a knot. After squirming and twist- 
ing and blinking and winking he gave a 
long, happy yawn. Up. he got, shook 
himself, yawned, and shook himself again, 
Combing his tousled, gingery head with 
his little gingery paws, he edged over 
to his little round doorway. 

“It may be a sweet sound to some 
ears, but it isn’t to mine. It’s just plain 
noise,” grunted.Gingertoes. “I can’t see 
him very.well from here,” and over he 
scampered to the next tree. There he 
sat in a snug little corner and watched. 

From there. he ‘could see Red-head 
hammering with all his might. “Rat-tat- 
tat, rat-tat-tat, rat-tat-tat,” sounded his 
sharp drumsticks. Chuckling to himself, 
Gingertoes sat there and watched. He 
wondered how long Red-head could keep 
that up. He knew he’d been at it quite 
a while, and that before long he would 
surely get tired. ; , ‘ 

“Why, I believe he’s whetting his 
chisel,” and then with a twinkle in his 
eye Gingertoes drew himself up proudly. 
“Such-a-to-do, such-a-to-do,” smiled Gin- 
gertoes, “and no wonder. Red-head has 
company.” 

There in a tree near by was a red- 
headed maiden. Yes, there was a Lady 
Woodpecker who is also an early riser. 
Mr. Red-head was drumming for her. 
He was courting this red-headed maiden. 
The sound of Red-head’s drum was not 
plain noise to her. No, sir, it was the 
sweetest music she had ever heard. — 

Cocking her pretty head to one sidé, 
Lady Woodpecker listened intently. to 
that sweet tap, tap, tapping. Peeking at 
Red-head from first one side of the maple- 
tree, and then from the other, she 
admired that ardent drummer. 

“Hal ha! ha!” laughed Gingertoes. | 

“Ha! ha! ha! They’re playing peek-a- 


Before that beautiful maiden strutted 
Mr. Red-head. In his red ‘atin hat, 
his black frock-tail coat, and his white 
vest he danced about the housetop, stop- 
ping only long enough to drum a pretty 
tune. Surely a handsomer fellow Miss 
Woodpecker had never seen. 

“Just look at him spread his feathers,” 
squealed Gingertoes. And the first thing 
he knew there was that red-headed maiden 
standing in full view. She was no longer 
playing peek-a-boo. She was returni 
Red-head’s deepest bows. To that pro 
fellow she was dropping her prettiest 


curtsy. 
“Well, he isn’t thinking about break- 
fast,” giggled Gingertoes. “He isn’t 


even hungry. He isn’t tunneling a hole 
either. He’s just drumming up his mate. 
How stupid of me not to think of that 
before! Why, of course, all Red-heads 
drum up their mates.” 


RESERVE, Kan. 
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Moody Institute’s : 
Medical Instruction — 


HE Moody Bible Institute of Chi- 

cago is, this fall, adding to its for- 
eign missiona course instruction in 
medicine and elemental surgery. These _ 
subjects will be taught by Dr. H. L. Can- 
right, who was for years an effective 
medical missionary of the Board of For- 
eign Missions of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in Chengtu, West China. Dr. 
Canright is a graduate in Medicine of 
the University of Michigan, and took 
postgraduate work in the School of Med- 
icine, New York City. During the last 
five years of Dr. Canright’s missionary 
work in China, he served as Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine and Professor of 
Anatomy in the West China Union Uni- 





sharp,” and Gingertoes rubbed: his little 
head which was still quite sore: 
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Lesson for October 3¢ 
Amos 2:4 to 3:15 
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The World Has Long Needed 
a More Helpful Bible 

















Publisher Chain Reference Bible 


6 EW people realize,” said Mr. Kirkbride, “that 

a conglomeration of disjointed data and tab- 

* lated dates does not constitute a reference 
Bible.” 


I sat up straight because he had hit squarely the 
vague dissatisfaction I had long felt with reference 
Bibles I had used. 


“You see,” Mr. Kirkbride explained to readers of 
The Sunday School Times, “you haven’t a reference 
Bible unless you have one with a practical working 
system, and the reference system is not practical un- 
less it links up the text with whatever other reference 
material the Bible may contain.” 


That sounded logical and I remembered wonder- 
ing what Herod was referred to in the first verse 
of the 12th Chapter of Acts and asked Mr. Kirkbride 
if the Thompson Chain Reference Bible would tell 
and he answered, “Yes, this text reference, like all 
others, is tied up instantly to its explanation. But 
before I show you which ‘Herod it was, let me em- 
phasize the crying need of connecting reference sys- 
tem and related helps to insure a practical working 
Bible that gives its readers a thorough understand- 
ing of the beautiful truths blossoming unseen on every 
page. This unity is accomplished for the first time 
in the Thompson Chain Reference Bible, which turns 
the searchlight of knowledge and understanding on 
the pages of Holy Scripture—not a flicker here and 
there, but a flood of light that fills the heart and 
mind of the reader with understanding.” 


A Life of Service 


Mr. Kirkbride has devoted the greater part of his 
life to the production of this Bible, the most help- 
ful Bible published. His first aim in life was to be- 
come a singing evangelist, but a nose and throat 
operation wrecked his hopes. Groping, he came upon 
the first edition of the Chain Reference Bible and 
found in it the opportunity he craved to serve his 


_ fellow man. From door to door, he sold this Bible, 


saw its shortcomings and resolved to give himself 
to the task of improving’ it. 


“T felt the Chain Reference System was practically 
perfect, but that the material in the old subject in- 
dex was not practical and needed to be connected 
up with the other material. I finally persuaded Dr. 
Frank C, Thompson, editor, to undertake this 
task and the masterly Text Cyclopedia was the 
result.” 


Here It IIZ=—A Bible Such as We 
Have Wanted for a Century 


An Authorized Interview with B. B. Kirkbride, 
Publisher of the Thompson Chain Reference Bible 


By Jewell F. Stevens © 


Unrivalled Reference System 


The Chain Reference System which Mr. Kirk- 
bride referred to is unrivalled in simplicity and com- 
leteness. It enables you quickly and easily to fol- 
ow any thought ‘or character straight through the 
Bible. With this perfect system of reference is em- 
bodied an expository plan of verse analysis that breaks 
down substantially every Bible verse into thought 
topics, sometimes as many as seven. 


Mr. Kirkbride opened the Bible to the well- 
known Twenty-Third Psalm and reading the first 
verse said, “Now notice that just opposite this verse 
we have the Chain References suggesting we are 
‘God’s Sheep,’ and ‘Christ is our Shepherd,’ and also 
through God’s ‘Providence’ we receive our ‘Divine 
Supplies.’ You see,” said Mr. Kirkbride, “here is an 
exposition of the underlying meaning based on 
thought content; not on a word system. The Bible 


text is not marred by reference signs or confusing , 


letters which are still used in every other reference 
Bible and which are as out of date as tallow candles. 


Crowning Achievement — 
Saves Time 


“But the crowning achievement of the Thompson _ 


Chain Reference Bible is the Text Cyclopedia, which 
catalogs all the ‘chains’ of over 100,000 references, 
together with complete dictionary material, general 
Bible information, a biographical study of Bible char- 
acters, Bible readings, pronouncing Bible Gazetteer 
and a comprehensive treatment of doctrines, peoples, 
manners and customs. The material of the Text 
Cyclopedia represents the consecrated effort of twenty 
years of Dr. Thompson’s life. So complete an en- 
cyclopedia of Bible helps never has been attempted 
beforg,” 


Turning the page, Mr. Kirkbride remarked: “You 
will note that we not only have many new helps not 
to be found in other books, but we have an entirely 
new classification of the general information given in 
other Bibles. This enables you quickly to find what 
you want without wasting time. For example, a sim- 
ple ‘subject like the Miracles is classified differently. 
Every miracle is arranged under the man’s name who 
performed it, and each is given in order. Note the 
feeding of the five thousand occurred before the feed- 
ing of the four thousand. This is a minor point, but 
it might be just the information you needed. Here 
is a list of all the Kings of Israel and Judah in order 
of their reign. And here’s a list of the notable wo- 
men of the Bible. In what other Bible could you find 
such complete lists as these? The wonderful analysis 
and classification of material, old and new, is but one 
of the many advantages of this Bible for real, prac- 
tical Bible study. 


Teaches Truth by Contrast 


“One of the numerous new features of special 
value in the Text Cyclopedia is our plan of teach- 
ing or emphasizing great truths by contrast, such 
as: Knowledge-Ignorance, Poverty-Riches, Self-In- 
dulgence-Self-Denial, Worldliness- Unworldliness, , etc., 
etc. Another is the treatment of practical subjects, 
many of which are not even mentioned in other Bibles. 
Such subjects as: Business Life, The Surrendered 
Life, The Devotional Life, Civic Righteousness, etc. 
It is but a step from any subject or thought to the 
Text Cyclopedia where it is thoroughly analyzed and 
developed. Indeed the Text Cyclopedia is an unpar- 
alleled reference library in condensed form with a 
complete Topical Index that unifies the Chain Ref- 
erence System and all related helps. This Bible is 
abreast of the times; saves searching; emphasizes 
spiritual themes; stimulates study; and lights a path 
for common living. In consequence, the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible is rapidly displacing all others 
with leading scholars and Bible readers in every land 
where English is spoken. 


“Now to answer your question about the Herod 
mentioned in the first verse of the 12th Chapter of 
Acts. If you look in_the reference column opposite 
this verse, you will find the time is A. D. 44, and that 
Herod Agrippa, the First, is referred to. In the Topi- 
cal Index of the Text Cyclopedia you will find there 
were four Herods. The data on Herod the First 
reads as follows: ‘He was the son of Aristobulus, 
and succeeded his uncle Herod Philip the Second as 
Tetrarch of Ituraea Trachonitus, etc. He was given 
the title of King by Emperor Caligula and finally re- 
ceived all the territory of Herod the Great.’” Gen- 
eral references to Acts 12: 1-20; 23:35. ‘‘This,” con- 
cluded Mr. Kirkbride, “is only an evidence of the ex- 
haustive and authoritative completeness of the Text 
Cyclopedia.” 


Not Sold in Stores 


I then asked Mr. Kirkbride how a person de- 
siring a Chain Reference Bible could get one if 
he were not in tough, swith one of his representa- 
tives, and he replied, “Unfortunately I do not have 
a representative in every community so that orders 
received from such places are promptly taken care of 
by parcel post. Sometimes orders are received from 
persons in towns where we have a worker who is 
sent to deliver the order.” 


I then asked him, “Would you like to have more 
Christian representatives?” “Indeed I would,” he 
said, “and there is splendid opportunities to earn good 
money and do a worthwhilé Christian service. If 
interested persons will only write to me I will take 
up with them the matter of protected territory and 
give them every assistance in this interesting work.” 


OTE.—Mr. Kirkbride promises he will send you a free booklet showing the 

N unusually helpful features of this remarkable Bible so widely used by leaders of 
Bible study and thought. Write to him, care of the B. B. Kirkbride Bible Com- 
pany, Room S-927 Meridian Life Building, Indianapolis, Indiana, or write your 
name and address on the margin below and clip with this note and mail to him, 
and if you would like to become his representative in your community please so 


ndicate. 


The advertising of the Chain Reference Bible appears regularly in the pages of The Sunday School Times 
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For Systematic Bible Study 
Inexpensive, all-the-year-round 


Bible Reading and Study Helps 





Practical booklets that 
individual, family, or 


will greatly enrich your 
Sunday - school studies 





Once a Year 

By J. H. Smeeton. Many would like to have 
regular family worship, but don’t know how 
to begin. Here is an inexpensive guide that 
will be a great help to an intelligent reading 
of the whole Bible in the family circle or in- 
dividually. 


A section is given for every day, with cen- 
tral thought or key-word, and the Bible is 
exactly covered in a year. Included is a sup- 


plement of shorter selections appropriate for 
children’s reading. $2 a dozen, $15 a hundred, 
or 20 cents each. 


Through the Bible ina Year by Questions 

By O. S. Schultz. Ten questions a week, 
exactly covering the Bible in a. year. May be 
used independently or as a companion booklet 
to “Once a Year.” Has been successfully 
used as supplemental work in Sunday-school. 
25 cents each, or $2.50 a dozen. 


Two Enlightening Booklets by James H. Todd 
Secretary, Australian Council of the China Inland Mission 


Vital Teachings of God’s Word 


The man or woman who cannot take even 
an evening course at a Bible school, or make 
use of a correspondence course, May very 
profitably use this little book as a guide in 
grasping the cardinal doctrines of God’s 
revelation to men, in daily half-hours. 


Chapters on Sin, Redemption, Justification, 
Regeneration, Repentance, Adoption, Faith, 
Eternal Life, “Things That Differ,” Sanctifi- 
cation, Reconciliation, Love, Prayer, Worship, 
Thanksgiving, The Future. 


Simple in plan and in detail, but highly 
condensed, it is wonderfully useful for ref- 
erence by preachers, as well as_ students. 
Adapted for class use, as well as individual 
study. 80 pages, only 20 cents, or $2 a dozen. 


Principles of Interpretation 

As giving in clear and brief terms the laws 
and rules of exegesis, it places within reach 
of the ordinary student of the Word a veri- 
table handbook for personal investigation of 
the meaning and application of Scripture. 


Chapters on Authority and Inspiration, The 
Laws of Structure, Context, Recurrence, First 
Mention, Progress, Unity, Interpretation and 
Application; The Dispensations, Ethnic Di- 
visions, The Use of Words, History, Poetry, 
Prophecy; Contrasts and Comparisons: Grace 
and Law, Salvation and Rewards, Faith and 
Profession, Standing and State, Church and 
Kingdom; Eschatology: The Second Advent, 
The Resurrections, The Judgments. 

A discerning study of principles, facts, and 
distinctions to guide the sincere seeker after 


truth. In attractive binding, 30 cents, or 
$3 a dozen. 


Please add 10 percent for postage 
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You May Save $2.50 By 
Renewing for Five Years 


You may have a five-year subscription for the Times for 
$7.50, thus making a saving of $2.50 on the cost of your 
subscription renewed annually for five years. 


Many of our subscribers have taken the paper for five- 
times-five years, and to these “permanent subscribers” 
we especially suggest this plan as a convenience and a 
This rate is of course offered to new 
subscribers, as well as to those already on our list. 


Your subscription may not be renewable at this time, but 
even if it is not, we shall gladly extend your subscription 
for five years beyond its present renewal date for this 
reduced rate of $7.50. So you may take advantage of 
this offer right now,— without waiting for the renewal 
Just Use THE Coupon BELow. 


323 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gentlemen : Please extend my subscription for five years beyond the present renewal 
date. You may senc me your bill for $7.50, and I will remit within 30 days. 
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For Family Worship 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “them that are His.” Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's dance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


The Greatest Prayer Promise 


ANY and precious are the promises 
that God. gives to his praying chil- 
dren. He tells us that as we pray our 
joy shall be full (John 16 : 24); that if 
we bring all things to him in prayer his 
own unspeakable peace shall possess and 
keep our hearts in Christ Jesus (Phil. 
4:6, 7); that of all who ask of him not 
one shall be turned away; that to any 
who knock at his door it shall without 
fail be opened (Matt. 7:7, 8). Familiar 
enough and gracious, too, is his truth 
that as we ask he gives. So says his 
Word again and again: “Ask, and it 
shall be-given you”; “Every one that 
asketh receiveth”; “How much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him?” But 
in the heart of the fourteenth chapter of 
John, we come upon the greatest promise 
God has ever given to his praying chil- 
dren. Presuming that the child of God 
is asking in his name, or according to his 
will, the wondrous statement is here 
twice made that not only as we pray does 
God give, but that as we pray God works. 
If it be true, then, that God’s omnipotence 
is placed at our disposal, we are as re- 
sponsible for its exercise through prayer 
as though we possessed it ourselves. Be- 
hold here the shame of an unevangelized 
world, of two thousand years delay, of 
our cowardice and faltering in the pres- 
ence of difficulties. For though we have 
had no power to do, yet the mighty God, 
linking himself with us as a real yoke- 
fellow and coworker, has said, “Jf ye 
shall ask ...I will do it.” 





October 24 to 30 
Mon.—Amos 2: 4-12. The Sin of Israel. 


Unbelief and disobedience were as 
cause and effect. Because of them Is- 
rael was dispersed by Assyria and Judah 
in the Babylonian captivity. God will in- 
evitably punish sin. These two sins 
threaten the church today. Shall we be 
warned by Israel’s example? 


PRAYER SuccGEsTIONS: Pray for the 
Unevdngelized Tribes Mission, less than 
a year old, working among the cannibal 
tribe of the Apende and other tribes 
in Central Africa between the Kasai and 
Kuilu Rivers. Pray for the seven mis- 
sionaries on the field, and for the twenty 
missionaries needed to carry on ade- 
quately; for the home secretaries for 
Britain, the continent, and America, and 
for the International Deputation Secre- 
tary, Miss Alma E. Doering. 


Tues.—Amos 3:1-5, Judgment on Israel. 


Sinning against light is the worst sin. 
God tried in the ages of innocence, con- 
science, and human government to rule 
mankind as a whole from Heaven. Man 
thrice rebelled. God then began his new 
way under Israel, but Israel hindered 
him through idolatry. How much priv- 
ilege and responsibility are we sinning 
against? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for God’s: 


blessing to fall on the seven thousand 
Gospels of John and seven thousand 


‘tracts placed in seven thousand homes 


in a Guatemala city by Central Ameri- 
can Mission workers this summer; for 
Trinidad Boc, mighty Indian preacher; 
for Lucus Lemus who brought him to 
Christ; for Barneto, and for their minis- 
try among the Cakchiquels; for the Rev. 
A. E. Bishop, and all the Central Amer- 
ican Mission workers. 





OCTOBER 15, 1927 


Wed.—Leviticus 10 : 8-11. 
angers of Intemperance. 

Aaron and his sons the priests, the in- 
termediaries between God and the con- 
gregation of Israel, were to abstain from 
wine in their tabernacle ministry. In 
this new dispensation of grace we Chris- 
tians are priests unto God. To us comes 
the word in Ephesians;5: 18. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
successor to the late Wayne B. Wheeler, 
one of the chief leaders of the Anti- 
Saloon League forces. Pray that the 
fight in press and politics against na- 
tional temperance may be unsuccessful, 
aud that no “wet” candidate may be 
nominated next year for President of 
the United States. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 28 : 1-8. 
Degraded by Intemperance. 

-A man. who gets drunk has lapses in 
his work. . He is, for the length of the 
debauch, “out of the way” (v. 7). He 
lacks continuity in life and service. It 
interferes with vision and judgment. 
Such a one is untrustworthy to God or 
man. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
men of God who teach prophecy, for the 
Rev. D, M. Pantcn and his. magazine, 
The Dawn; for Dr. A. C. Gaebelein and 
his The Hope; for Dr. F. E. Marsh, 
and the Prophetic News; for James H. 
McConkey’s End of the Age, and Revela- 
tion, and all literature intended to help 
God's people to look for and love His 
appearing. 


Fri—1 Corinthians 11 : 17-34. 
Imtemperance in the Church. 

The Lord’s table is our link between 
the cross and the crown. The early 
church had communion weekly. Converts 
from Greek paganism sometimes turned 
it into a banquet for eating and drink- 
ing. That was eating the Lord’s body 
unworthily. God judges this, sometimes 
even by death (v. 30). We may do the 
same thing by going to communion while 
harboring some sin. But he tells us 
we may avoid his chastisement by judg- 
ing ourselves. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Africa Inland Mission, its four great 
sectors in Kenya Colony, Tanganyika 
Territory, Congo Belge, and French 
Equatorial Africa; for its two hundred 
white and many native missionaries; its 
home councils; that its field may be swept 
by a great revival. 


Sat.—Romans 13:1-%. Good Citizens, 


God uses even ungodly agencies as his 
ministers, He uses civil governments to 
administer justice. Roman citizenship 
under awful Nero was a protection to 
Paul. But in these latter days govern- 
ments intended by God to prevent law- 
lessness are themselves becoming lawless. 
Many city governments in our country 
are in league with the underworld. Re- 
member Soviet Russia and Italy under 
its ruthless dictatorship. It is a sign of 
the end, when He shall come with “the 
government . . . upon his shoulder.” 
_ Prayer Succestions: Pray for Chris- 
tian missionaries, colporteurs, teachers, 
and workers who are handicapped by 
godless governments; pray for churches 
built up in China where missionaries have 
been banished; pray for God to keep 
doors open until lus will is done, and 
the people for his name secured. 


Sun.—Psalm 15. Dwellers in Zion. 


This meditation of David pictures the 
“man after God’s own heart.” David 
himself was that (Acts 13:22). So 
this is a bit of unconscious autobiography. 
Are we living up to this standard? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
new organization, the Foreign and Home 
Missions Association of America, of 
which Dr. E. J. Pace, cartoonist of 
The Sunday School Times, is the head; 
for its objects—to stimulate interest in the 
work ef Christian missionaries sound in 
the faith; to provide in Florida rest 
homes for missionaries; to provide for 
education of missionaries’ children; to 


establish Bible conferences and issue 
literature; to promote unity and the 
spiritual edification of believers im 


Christ; to secure through evangelism the 
conversion of sinners. 
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‘ about 27 cents a year more than the postage 


Lesson for October 30 
Amos 2:4 to 3:15 








Nuggets for. Your 
Temperance Teaching 




















Is Tobacco Really Harmful ?—The 
Boys _ International Anti - Cigarette 
League of 58 West Washington Street, 
Chicago, have prepared some interesting 
and significant statements from data in 
their possession. Among the facts pre- 
sented are the following: _ 

A boy’s ability to learn is immediately 
injured when he begins to smoke: _ 

The same boy will immediately im- 
prove when he stops smoking. 

Cigarette smoking handicaps boys for 
all games. of endurance. : 

Cigarette smoking handicaps boys for 
all games of skill. 

Tobacco increases death from heart 


Tobacco increases death from cancer. 

«Non-smoking college students of 1868 
lived ten years longer than smoking stu- 
dents of the same class. 

Ninety-five percent of the “high stand” 
men of Yale were non-smokers. 

For fifty years, the first honor men of 
Harvard have been non-smokers. 

An insurance company’s experience of 
sixty years shows that forty-one percent 
of non-smokers lived beyond “expect- 
ancy” and only seven percent of mod- 
erate smokers lived beyond “expectancy.” 

Tobacco smoking injures girls and 
women more than it does men and boys. 

Tobacco is a habit-forming drug, con- 
sequently only few people can stop its 
use without great suffering. 


I Would Come Back.—How strange! 
But yesterday busy street corners were 
mine. Old men came and young, weak 
men, broken men, rich men and poor: 
decent men and criminals. What a clear- 
inghouse was I! And now, millions of 
children have never smelled my breath 
or taken the other side of the street to 
avoid my doors. Yet a few years, and I 
shall be known no more in the home of 
the brave and the land of the free. It is 
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The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
‘These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
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charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
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Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are | 


receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
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the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
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The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond“the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 
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a disturbing thought. I must come back. 
I will put on the armor of light wines 
and beers. I will revive ancient songs 
of personal liberty. I will again seek 
to debauch lawmakers, judges, and police. 
Instruction in the effects of alcohol which 
led to my undoing is less vigorous now. 
The memory of neglected children is less 
sharp. Years of industry have given new 
wealth to exploit. Perhaps I can even yet 
get a foothold. I will begin in the cities. 
While good men sleep, I will get in my 
work among the poor and the ignorant. 
I have learned much of human frailty. 
Perhaps by knowledge of human weak- 
ness I may again have a place on busy 
street corners. I would come back. I 
am the saloon—Joy Elmer Morgan, edi- 
tor of The Journal of the National Edu- 
cation Association. 


Alcoholic Deaths Decrease. — The 
Harrisburg Patriot, reporting an ad- 
dress by Dr. J. W. Ellenberger, of the 
Harrisburg Health Council, says that 
deaths from alcoholism in the Pennsyl- 
vania capital have greatly decreased in 
number since the adoption of the Pro- 
hibition Amendment. 

“Harrisburg had_ thirty-five deaths 
from alcoholism in four years preceding 
prohibition, 1915 to 1918, inclusive, and 
eight deaths from the same causes in 
six years since prohibition, 1920 to 1925, 
inclusive,” said Doctor Ellenberger. 

“The entire registration area of the 
United States, which includes 90,000,000 
people, had 14,720 deaths from alcohol- 
ism in four years before prohibition, 1914 
to 1917, inclusive, and only 6,345 deaths 
from this cause in four years after pro- 
hibition, 1919 to 1922, inclusive.” 

In addition to these figures Doctor El- 
lenberger gave the records of Dr. John 
M. J: Raunick, head of the city health 
bureau, on deaths due to alcoholism. 
They show that the deaths attributable 
to this cause were as follows: I915, 7; 
1916, 6; 1917, 14; 1918, 8; 1919, 0; 1920, 
O; 1921, 0; 1922, 1; 1923, 1; 1024, 5; 
1925, I. 

Doctor Ellenberger read figures which 
he had obtained from Dr. Russell B. 
Tewksbury, acting State Registrar of 
Vital Statistics of the Department of 
Health of Pennsylvania. These show 
that in five pre-prohibition years, 1912 
to 1916, inclusive, deaths due to alcohol- 
ism in this State were 1,780, while the 
deaths from the same.cause during five 
prohibition years, 1920 to 1924, inclusive, 
were 1,333. 

Figures on deaths caused by the alco- 
holism in the State year by year are: 
I9QII, 277; 1912, 308; 1913, 358; 1914, 
312; 1915, 305; 1916, 502; 1917, 572; 
1918, 318; 1919, 178; 1920, 104; 1921, 
196; 1922, 255; 1923, 380; 1924, 380. 

Statistics which Doctor Ellenberger 
gave on deaths due to alcoholism in the 
nation were obtained from the American 
Issue, which states: “Had alcoholism 
deaths continued at the rate of the period 
1914-1917, there would have died of al- 
coholism in the period 1919-1922, 18,119 
persons.” 

Prohibition as a Marked Factor in 
Increased Industrial Efficiency.— During 
the past few years there has been notice- 
able a remarkable increase in industrial 
efficiency, so much so that the Govern- 
ment, through the Department of Labor, 
and the National Industrial Conference 
Board, Inc., and the American Library 
Association have issued reports compar- 
ing conditions now with those of pre- 
war days. Many manufacturers and 
other interested persons have claimed 
that prohibition plays a large part in 
this increase by eliminating loss of time 
from drunkenness, by reducing accidents, 
by. increased personal efficiency, and by 
bettering family conditions. 

In order that there might be presented 
to the country a fair statement from the 
manufacturers concerning their views as 
to the part_prohibition has played in in- 
creased industrial efficiency, the Manu- 
facturers Record, of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, addressed a letter to a large number 
of executives of manufacturing con- 
cerns asking their opinions. On October 
14, 1926, the Record had received many 
replies to their inquiry, including letters 
from leading manufacturers of the coun- 

In many cases the good effects of 


‘morning in this regard was like any 


Mr. Henry M. Leland, of Detroit, for- 
merly head of the Cadillac Motor Com- 
pany, wrote that prohibition had helped 
greatly and in particular has stopped 
“Monday morning absenteeism.” Mr. Le- 
land said: “When the Eighteenth 
Amendment went into effect this absen- 
teeism immediately stopped, and Monday 


other day.” 

Intemperance is no longer a factor in 
industry, says Mr. G. M. Verity, presi- 
dent of the American Rolling Mill Com- 
pany, of Middletown, Ohio, who said 
that in the place of intemperance “has 
arisen thrift, sobriety, greater individual 
ambition and increased ability and effi- 
ciency.” 

Such large concerns as the Westing- 
house Electric and Manufacturing Com- 
pany have witnessed the beneficial results 
of prohibition. Mr. A. W. Bass, di- 
rector of works records of the Westing- 
house Company, gives it as his opinion 
that improvement in machinery, better 
service given the workmen, and more or- 
derly layout of manufacturing processes 
have been large factors in increased effi- 
ciency, but adds that in his opinion 
there are few in a position to observe 
who would not express belief that such 
progress as has been made toward pro- 
hibition enforcement thus far has also 
been accompanied by an improvement in 
productive efficiency. 

Mr. A. B. Qualey, secretary of the 
Willys-Overland Company, Toledo, puts 
prohibition as the third important factor 
in . increased’ efficiency, while Mr. 
Wheeler Lord, president and general 
manager of the Nicetown Plate Washer 
Company, Philadelphia, gives it as his 
opinion that the increased efficiency and 
greater dependability of workmen are 
due largely, if not entirely, to prohi- 
bition. 


Mixed Drinks.—Dr. W. A. Evans, 
medical editor of the Chicago Tribune, 
and former health officer of Chicago, has 


id: 

“No health authority anywhere advo- 
cates the use of alcohol as a medicine, 
food, or beverage. Until a few years 
ago, health departments were silent on 
the subject. At the present time a con- 
siderable minority of the health depart- 
ments are actively campaigning against 
drinking. Among this«minority are some 
of-the best in the country.” 

Upon another occasion he warned his 
readers to beware of “wet brain”: 

“Every drink is a mixed drink. There 
are no other kinds. When a man takes 
a drink, however simple it may be, he 
mixes in some degeneration of his nerve 
cells, some chance of delirium tremens, 
and a few other ingredients. Let him 
understand that he also pours into the 
glass about one finger of wet brain.” 


The Drinker’s Chance in Pneumonia. 
—The antialcohol campaign was, before 
prohibition, pressed with the utmost 
vigor by the New York City.Board of 
Health and also by the Boards in Chi- 
cago, Toronto, Indiana, Wermont, and 
other progressive States and cities. A 
bulletin of the Toronto board declared: 

“The heavy drinker who contracts 
pneumonia should not lose an hour in 
settling his affairs, as he will in all prob- 
ability be unconscious with delirium 
within twenty-four to forty-eight hours 
from the time his disease is first diag- 
nosed.” 

The New York board in a published 
booklet said: 

“Don’t muddle your brain by drink- 
ing beer, whiskey, or other alcoholic 
drinks. “They always harm you.” 

Again it said: 

“Alcohol is a depressant, and not a 
stimulant; it drugs the brain and stops 
the capacity of the nervous system to 
obey the will.” 


“‘Moderate’”’ Drinkers and Physical 
Bankruptcy.—The degeneration due to 
the so-called “moderate” consumption of 
alcohol is very similar to senile decay, in 
the opinion of Professor G. Sims Wood- 


head, M.A., D; FRCP. F.R.S.E., 
of England. 
“Alcoholic degeneration, however,” 


Professor Woodhead points out, “does 
not proceed equally in every part of the 
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AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 
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A copy of * The Baffled Rabbi." The greatest 
court room witness for our Lord Jesus Christ 
in many years. Given bya Jew. SENT FREE. 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
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BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 








tacked and the patient gives way at the 
weak link of the chain. 

“Alcohol calls upon the _ reserve 
strength which ought to be held like a 
balance at the bank to meet sudden and 
unexpected emergencies. If you have 
such a physical reserve, you are able to 
tide over emergencies and wear out grad- 
ually; but if you let alcohol withdraw 
your balance, exhausting your reserve, 
you may become a physical bankrupt at 
any moment.” 


Prohibition and Student Life.—Presi- 
dent Seaton of Albion College, Michi- 
gan, says, “I deny that students have de- 
teriorated or that prohibition has af- 
fected student life, except for the better. 
The students of today are stronger in 
mind and body, cleaner in habits and 
more responsive to the call of service 
than were the students of twenty-five 
years ago.” 

The President of Benedict College, an 
institution for negroes, says that prohibi- 
tion has brought a marked improvement 
in the character of students. “Among 
the negroes there has been a decided de- 
crease in recent years in the number of 
penal confinements, and never in history 
has there been a time when there was so 
much prosperity among them as now,” 
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@ Please answer today this call for names, 
and then see who in’ your home, or class, can 
answer the questions in the little book! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 


Just fill out and cut out and mail this blank 
to the above address —no other word is 


necessary. 
NAME 


There is some one you know 
who is a “not-yet” subscriber 
to The Sunday School Times! 


@ You have a friend, a neighbor, a coworker 
in the church or Sunday-school,—yes, a num- 
ber of them—who have never yet realized 
what The Sunday School Times has meant to 
you, and could mean to them. 


@, Will you help us get acquainted? 


G. Then we can tell these friends about the 
paper, can send them one or two specimen 
copies, and you can add your word directly. 


@ We shall be most grateful to you for the 
names and addresses of a few such friends— 
and they will be grateful, too. 


@, Will you be so good as to send us a little 
names—three, four, five,— yes, 
eight or ten if you can? 
your help in this we shall be glad to send 
you a copy of a most informing, illuminating 
booklet for personal, family, class, or school 
use, ‘Through the Bible in a Year by Ques- 
tions,” by O. S. Schultz. 
answer all the questions—and perhaps not! 


In recognition of 


Perhaps you can 
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The No-Tobacco League 
Convenes 


HE No-Tobacco League of America 
recently held its annual convention at 
Winona Lake, Ind. Over three thou- 
sand were present at various sessions, 
coming from twenty-two States, four 
Provinces of Canada, Australia, China, 
and Japan. Reports showed an unusually 
prosperous year. Professor F. M. Gregg, 
head of the Department of Psychology, 
Nebraska Wesleyan University, was re- 
elected president, Charles M. Fiilmore, 
Indianapolis, was elected general secre- 
tary for the eighth time. 

The wide influence of this organiza- 
tion is suggested in the following letter 
received recently at headquarters from 
the manager of the Publicity Depart- 
ment. of one of the oldest and strongest 
religious denominations : 

“I am very much interested in learn- 
ing definitely concerning the No-To- 
bacco League, which I am told is the 
best and the most effective organiza- 
tion in this country to combat the to- 
bacco evil. I wish you would send. me 
such literature as gives details concerning 
your work.” 

Of course the desired information was 
gladly sent to him as it will be sent to 
any who will address Charles M. Fill- 
more, General Secretary, 821 Occidental 
Building, Indianapolis, Ind. _ 





With the New Books 








Redemption: An Anthology of the 
Cross. By George Stewart (George H. 
Doran Co., New York, $3, net.) This 
is a volume at once arresting, readable, 
and valuable. The contents includes se- 
lections from the masterpieces of poetry 
and hymnody which exalt the cross of 
Christ, and a good many efforts that do 
not. Such diverse authors as Bernard 
(of Clairvaux), Bonaventura, Edwin 
Arlington Robinson, George Herbert, 
Isaac Watts, John Donne, Lenora 
Speyer, F. W. Faber, P. B. Shelley, 
Elizabeth C. Clephane, Oscar Wilde, 
Harriet Monroe, Witter Bynner, G. A. 
Studdert-Kennedy, -Venantius . Fortuna- 
tus, Carl Sandburg, and many . others, 
are mustered together in this same col- 
lection. One wonders how some.of them 
might feel about it if they knew. It is 
the very inclusiveness of the complete 


author’s criteria of selection. Many of 
the stately old evangelical stanzas are 
included, all the way from “When I Sur- 
vey the Wondrous Cross” to the Fifty- 
eighth Paraphrase. But the compiler’s 
bias becomes evident in the large number 
of selections, chiefly modern, that either 
ignore the cross of Christ altogether, or 
regard it simply as the exhibition of the 
law of suffering through which souls 
attain greater stature. Used critically, 
this anthology will be instructive, and 


ted that the view of “redemption” under- 
lying its compilation is anti-Christian to 
the core. 


The Historical Truth of the Bible. 
By G. B. Michell, O.B.E. (Marshall 
Brothers, Ltd., London, seven shillings 
sixpence. W. P. Blessing, Chicago, $3.) 
The subject of Bible chronology has al- 
ways challenged Bible students, but it is 
universally admitted that no phase of 
Bible study is more difficult or intricate. 
The names of Ussher and Haley are out- 
standing and familiar as modern pio- 
neers in this field, and many less widely 

own investigators have followed in 
their footsteps. It cannot be said that 


obtained, but some interesting conclusions 


. | have been reached. 


In this new work on the subject, a com- 
plete chronology of the Old Testament 
has been presented. The claims of the 
three great texts, 7. e., the Hebrew, the 
Samaritan, and the Septuagint, are con- 
sidered, but the author adopts the He- 
brew as giving substantially the correct 
chronological details. In this he follows 
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at times inspiring; but it is to be regret-- 


there is entire unanimity in the results’ 
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chart, so arranged as to show in parallel 
columns the history of the Bible, and 
the corresponding events in the histories 
of Egypt and Babylonia. The Bible his- 
tory is shown, by the chronological sys- 
tem of this book, to be correct at every 
point. 
The latter part of the book is devoted 
to a discussion of certain controverted 
points of Bible history. These discus- 
sions are full of interest, and many times 
are most suggestive. Special creation is ac- 
cepted, and the theory of evolution is com- 
mented on in these words: “The author 
does not accept the theory of Organic 
Evolution, because he believes that the 
observed facts and the legitimate deduc- 
tions to be drawn from them do not 
prove Organic Evolution. But the Bible 
is silent on the subject and cannot be 
properly held responsible for any view, 
éither positive or negative. The author 
believes that Jnorganic evolution com- 
bined with the truths of Heredity ac- 
counts for all the facts, both those which 
are held to favor the views of Darwin, 
Lamarck, etc., and those which are con- 
trary to them.” Many readers will not 
agree with this statement, which, how- 
ever, is the only reference to evolution 
in the entire book, and no traces of evo- 
lutionary presuppositions are apparent in 
any part of the argument. 
Some of the suggestions on the differ- 
ent controverted points are interesting, 
whether accepted or not. Among these 
may be mentioned the explanation of the 
seven days of the creative week, the 
flood, and the Hyksos kings of Egypt. 
Mention is briefly made of a pre-Adamic 
race, but it is not fully set forth in this 
volume; it is to be fully elaborated in 
volume II, which, apparently, is not yet 
off the press. For this reason a- just 
criticism of this view is impossible. 
The book will be of value to students 
who already have some knowledge of 
chronology, and of the conclusions of the 
destructive criticism. The average reader 
may not find the book of special inter- 
est because of its technical discussions. It 
boldly asserts the entire accuracy of the 
Old Testament record, and thus is a val- 
uable apologetic. 





When You Begin To . 


THINK OF CHRISTMAS . 
Think of 
WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING 
‘THE IDEAL GIVING SERVICE 
‘Complete Book . . $1.00 
Contains all material published to date 
Returnable if not satisfied 


- MEIGS PUBLISHING CO. 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


YMNS from the Heart 


107 Inspiring Gospel Hymne by the 
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We have made up a dig value box of Christmas 
and New Year cards to sell for $1.00. 
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A sure and easy way to raise money. Start now 
by sending 600 for sample box, or write us for 
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most authorities of weight. The book 
contains a most interesting chronological 
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Lesson for October 30 
Amos 2:4 to 3:15 


_ ‘Bob Jones’ Message 

On September 14th the Bob Jones College, 
ce — 1 ~ Pog Bay, Lynn 

ven, ing post office, o its 
doors, and students from sven tes vethed ta te 
overflow the dormitories. 

The school began with a five-day revival con- 
ducted by Evangelist Bob Jones. At the close 
of the five-day revival every boy and girl in the 
dormitories who had not definitely accepted Christ 
took 1 stand for Him. Do you believe in this 
kind of school? If you do, dane are four things 
you can do for us. 

First : Pray for us. 

Second : Send us students for the fall of 1928. 

’ Third : Give us some of your tithe. 

Fourth :. Remember us in your will. 











AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
NEW PRIZE CONTEST 


BEST TRACTS 


First Prize, $100.00 and Gold Medal 
Second Prize, $50:00 Third Prize, $25.00 


Annuity Bonds 
Exceptionally Attractive Safe and Satisfactory 


Send for particulars concerning award of 
prizes and the Annuity Bonds. 


American Tract Society, 7 W. 45th St., New York City 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





November 6. What Should Be the Christian’s 
Attitude Toward War? Matt. 5 : 9, 38-48. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

November 13. The Good and the Bad in News- 
papers and Magazines. Matt. 4 : 23-25; 
Jude 10-13. 

November 20.. Blessings We Often Forget. 
Psa. 103 : 1-18, 

November 27. If I Were to Be a Home Mis- 
sionary, Where Should I Want to Work? 
Mark 1 : 35-45. 





Sunday, October 30 


What Does Protestantism Stand for? 
(Rom. 4 : 1-5; Gal. 3 : 23-29.) 





Mon.—An open Bible (John § : 36-47). 

Tues.—Personal liberty (Gal. 5 : 1-6). 

Wed.—Priesthood of believers (1 Pet. 2: 
9, 10). 

Thurs.—Faith, not merit (Eph. 2: 4-10). 

Fri.—Christ, the church’s head (Eph. 5 : 
23-27). 

Sat.—Separation of church and_ state 
(Matt. 22 : 21). 











What was Luther’s first principle? 

Why does Protestantism stand for an open 
Bible? 

What good things have come through 
Protestantism ? 


fy WEIL A. WEBB tells the story of a 
working man in England who had 
trouble with his eyes. The doctor con- 
sulted said to him: 

“There are two cataracts growing over 
your eyes, and your only hope of pre- 
serving your sight is to go to see Dr. 
I would advise you to go at 
once; and don’t forget to take many 
pounds in your pocket, for you might 
find the fee heavy.” 

The working man had twenty pounds 
in the bank. He drew it out and took 
it with him, 

The specialist after examining his eyes 
said to him:: 

“I am not sure whether you can pay 
the fee. I never take less than 100 
guineas.” 

“Then,” said the working man, “I 
must go blind and remain so.” 

The specialist replied, “You cannot 

come up to my terms and I cannot go 
down to yours. But there is another 
way open—I can perform the operation 
gratis.” 
’ Even so, man in his fallen state can- 
not come up to the conditions laid down 
for him by God in the law, and God in 
his righteousness and holiness could not 
set aside the law and come down to man’s 
terms. But God found a way through 
the Lord Jesus Christ to pay the penalty 
of man’s sin and give him the free gift 
of salvation through faith in his Son. 


To Martin Luther the Christian church 
today owes a debt of gratitude for his 
fearless re-emphasis of this great truth 
of God's great gift of eternal life through 
faith in his Son. Although it had been 
proclaimed by the apostles and taught 
in the early church, the church of Rome 
had, by keeping the Bible from the laity 
and by her system of indulgences, hidden 
the truth of the Word and the common 
people came to believe that salvation 
must be purchased by works of penances, 
fastings, prayers, and contributions to 
the church. Martin Luther dared to defy 
Rome and to publish the Good News as 
taught in the Word that man is justified 
by faith in Christ, that nothing he can 
do can win for him eternal life, but that 
it has already been won for him by 
Christ Jesus. 

Another end toward which Luther 
labored was the giving of the Bible to 
the common people. His translations of 
the Old and New Testaments were 
finished early in the fourteenth century 
and did for the German people what 
William Tyndale’s translation did for the 








English-speaking world. 


Protestantism, which takes its name 
from the protest which Luther made to 
the dominance of the Roman church and 
her perversion of doctrine, has ever stood 
for teaching that the Bible is God’s Word 
to man and that man has the right to 
read it for himself. He is not to be 
made dependent upon another’s interpre- 
tation or to be restricted to such por- 
tions as another may choose for him, 


With the throwing off of Rome’s yoke 
and the wide distribution of the Bible 
have come many other benefits from 
Protestantism. Freedom to worship God 
in the manner dictated by the conscience 
has been one outstanding characteristic 
of Protestant influence. Responsibility 
to God for sin and- access to him direct 
and not through any human mediator’ has 
been another vital point stressed by Prot- 
estantism. Thé equality in God’s sight 
of ministers and common people. is still 
another, in contrast to Rome’s sharp line 
of distinction between the clergy and 
the laity. 

Perhaps one principle of Protestantism 
that has made for the greatest religious 
liberty is her stand against the affiliation 
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of church and state. Protestants were 

quick to see the evil of such a system 

and its power to throttle religious liberty. 

Today, in most lands where Protestantism 

prevails, the church and state are separate. 
we 


It is well for us to remember, how- 
ever, that today the term Protestant 
does not necessarily mean that the 
bearer is a Christian. One may pro- 
test against Rome’s dominance and never 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ, just as it is 
possible to be a member of the Catholic 
church and not really be a Christian, 
depending upon the Lord Jesus Christ for 
salvation. Protestantism has much to 
commend it and in the fullest sense to be 
a Protestant means to be a Christian, in 
that it stands for justification by faith 
in Christ, but the term is loosely applied 
today to include practically all who are 
neither Catholic nor atheists. 

oe 

For what benefit of Protestantism am. I 
especially grateful? 

Why am I a Protestant? 

Am I more interested in converting others 
to Protestantism than to Christ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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it eaches by innuendo that “ we must leave the Jews alone in this age” ? 

God in your work, prayer and gifts in behalf of the Jew? Are you 
a layman? Just how much did you give for Jewish Missions last year, and how much 

Fie missions? Are you a pastor? How much did your church give for Jewish 
Missions last ‘year ? Think over these things. Some day you will be required to give 
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every Tuesday Evening at 9. 
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Fifty years of hospitable, homelike 
service, with ever-increasing ma- 
terial charm have made these hotels 

‘just like personal friends to those 
who love to go down to the sea for 
rest or recreation. 
winter days are most delightful. 


Fall and early 
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—New Music for the Christmas Season— 


A Christmas Cantata for young people, a Christmas Pageant, a Christmas 
Recitation Booklet with children’s songs, Christmas plays, etc. 
A Church Hymnal; A Hymnal for Joyous Youth; Books for Men's Voices, sacred ; for Men’s Voices» 


sentimental ; for Men's Voices, humorous ; for Women’s Voices, sacred ; A Choir Collection, 
sacred. Sheet music: Gospel Solos and Duets. 


A New Pageant 
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ELL our Premier. Christmas Greeting beautiful box which sells at sight. Cost 
Card Box Assortment, containing 21° to you 50c. Sells for $1.00. Sell from sam- 
beautiful cards, Steel Engraved, lined ple box. Our Christmas Greeting Card 

envelopes with designs and appropriate Club Plan tells how to raise funds easily. 





Christmas verses. Cards of this kind sell It is enclosed in each sample. box. With 
in stores for 10c and 15c each. Packed in evety 25 boxes sample box FREE. 


SUPPLY LIMITED—ACT NOW! SAMPLE BOX, 60c. 
Gillmore Brothers, Pubishers, Reading, Pa. 





Special Offer: We will be pleased to ship you 25 CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL NOW 


boxes of the Premier Assortment on 
of your check or money 


receipt 
order for $6.50. The balance of $6.00 tobe paid within 10 
days after receipt of goods. We do not pay carrying charges, 
but give you a box free with every order of 25 to apply on 
your carrying charge. 
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